
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Introduction 
 

This study guide is dedicated to the Protestant Women of the Chapel (PWOC), to the 

soldiers and families of the 2-101st Apache Battalion, and to the larger community of the 

101st Airborne Division (Air Assault), but especially to my wife, Lauren.  Her heart’s 

desire is for military wives to grow in confidence and joy by being grounded in God’s 

Word in the face of daily challenges.  Without her encouragement and patience with my 

work and her particular love for PWOC, I would not have finished this before I deployed. 

Fort Campbell is full of blessing and hardship.  For example, the number of ladies in 

the PWOC almost doubled in 2004.  There are many hungry souls in our community, and 

God seems to be meeting their needs through wives caring for each other in Bible studies 

and friendships.  On the other hand, in January 2005, the 2-101st deploys again to Iraq.  It’s 

especially difficult for us to leave this time, since we’ve been home for less than a year and 

this rotation may be 13-14 months long.  I hope this book will be helpful to both groups. 

The work is intended for a small group.  Because of the vast number of questions, 

Scripture references, and detailed theology, a private study might be overwhelming.  I 

chose to format the book this way so that individual Christians would care for each other 

through their different spiritual gifts.  I’ve arranged the topics as they might naturally occur 

in a conversation about Christ, beginning with felt needs, then attempting to answer them 

with a detailed look at the person and work of Christ.  The logical follow-ups seemed to be 

studies on suffering, how to understand the Bible, personal devotions and defending your 

faith.  I conclude with an analysis of the Scriptural basis for and necessity of the organized 

church.  A good church will nurture any seeds planted here and help you mature beyond 

mere head knowledge (1 Corinthians 8:1b). 

I have given TONS of Scripture passages for you to reference.  Most occur in the first 

few sections because they are foundational to the rest of the study.  It is imperative for you 

to see God’s truths for yourself and to put your faith in Him, not in this book, or in others’ 

opinions.  At times, I point you to single verses in order to show the specific relevance to a 

question more easily but, I encourage you to look at everything in context. 

The work is largely my own.  However, the sections on abuse, teens, discipleship and 

God’s highway are based on others’, and I have noted them as such.   Although the topics 

are important and difficult, I’ve intentionally kept the sections brief.  Soldiers’ families are 

busy, and I do not wish to burden you unnecessarily.  Special thanks go to my assistant, 

PFC Aaron Garrett, who helped me reword several difficult sections for greater clarity. 

I have tried to create graphics and use clipart to clarify some deep truths, but the 

artwork is not perfect, nor does it depict everything.  For example, in “God’s W.O.R.D. for 

His People”, the Response of God does not show that Christ ministers to us specifically as 

Prophet, Priest, and King.  Similarly, in the Delight/Duty of God’s people, there is no 

image to represent the necessity of the organized church or our place in it.  In these and 

other cases, I pointed you to the appropriate sections for further study.  Lastly, I realize that 

the small spaces provided after the questions are not adequate for your notes.  They’re only 

intended to prompt you to journal in a separate book or to discuss the issue in a group. 

Some personal prayer requests:  beyond the obvious concerns for physical safety and 

successful ministry, please pray for my personal worship and obedience in faith.  It’s easy 

to get caught up in ministry as “work” and to neglect my first love (Revelation 2:1-7).  Ask 

God to bless my wife as she serves in women’s Bible studies, children’s ministries, 

friendship evangelism, and hospitality in our neighborhood.  Pray for my children - that 

Christ would be their Lord, that they would help their Mom, and that my absence wouldn’t 

be too painful for them.  Lastly, pray that the Holy Spirit might use this work to encourage 

soldiers and family members.  It is not perfect, largely due to the speed at which I wrote it, 

but I have labored and prayed that it might assist God’s people toward Ephesians 4:11-16.  

Please send any questions or comments to jeffrey.d.dillard@us.army.mil, and I will answer 

your email as possible from Iraq.  May the Lord Jesus nurture your “life in desert places”!

              Chaplain Jeff Dillard 

mailto:jeffrey.d.dillard@us.army.mil


The Heart of The Matter 
(inspired by imagery in A Lasting Promise, by Stanley, Trathen, McCain, and Bryan) 

 

 The pressures of military life can seem unbearable at times, but why do we hurt so 

much on the inside?  My family seems to have been through every struggle under the sun, 

and it always the same types of issues.  But God isn’t surprised.  Ecclesiastes 1:9 says, 

“What has been will be again; and what has been done will be done again.  There’s nothing 

new under the sun.”  One illustration of this truth is the recurring battles that we all face.   

 
These concerns can become explosive arguments - overwhelming and destructive to 

everyone involved, but they’re only the symptoms.  The real problem is under the surface - 

our “mine” fields.  “Do you care about ME?”, “You need to recognize MY work!”, etc. 

 

 

 

These are heart issues, and they come from two sources – our fear and pride.  At 

times, we believe that everyone should see things our way and fall in line.  Other times, we 

feel unworthy to even voice our concerns.  When you’re upset, which of these issues is 

your heart’s concern?  Which would you say is the tender spot in your spouse or close 

friend?  Now read Matthew 7:1-5, James 4:1-3 and Proverbs 20:5.  We have a moral 

obligation to understand our own hearts, so we can address our heart issues and then help 

our neighbors.  Consider the following example of a  

typical “mine” field in a relationship: 

Suppose a couple’s power is off (the 

problem you see).  After talking to them, you 

may find that they spend lots of money, but 

rarely talk to each other about their finances.  

When they do talk, they blame each other, 

yell, talk even less, and the cycle repeats 

all over again (the problem they see).  If 

you go deeper, you might find that his 

parents divorced over money, so he 

interprets conflict as the beginning of the 

end!  He feels confused and powerless (the 

problem no one sees).  He may fear his wife 

isn’t committed, or he may be proud and want 

control.  She will have her own heart issues.  

What does God’s Word say about our 

hearts?  See Genesis 6:5-6, Deut 10:12-17 & 30:1- 

14, Judges 19-21, 1 Sam 2 & 13:1-14, 1 Kings 3:1-12,  

Psalms 14 & 53, Proverbs 4:23, Matthew 5-7, 11:28-30, 12:33-35, Mark 10:1-27, John 3:1-

16, 2 Corinthians 1:18-22, 3:1-6, 4:1-10, Ephesians 1:15-18, 3:13-21, 4:17-21, Philippians 

4:4-8, Colossians 3:12-17, Hebrews 4:12, 10:16-25, James 4:1-10, and 1 John 3:16-24.   

When are you most likely to be afraid or proud?  What is usually at the heart of the 

matter for you?  Read “Why All the Suffering?” for more on our hearts’ struggles. 
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Sex, Love, and Biblical Theology 
 

Sounds like a bad movie, doesn’t it?  Have 

you ever wondered why our attitudes toward our  

loved ones, money, work, etc. waffle between  

joy and depression, caring and demanding?  The  

problem lies in our ‘theology’ of expectations, and  

it’s a tug of war that we can not win. 

All of us are theologians.  We 

constantly interpret the events around us 

and put our faith in beliefs, especially 

beliefs about our value, purpose, & 

resources for life.  Instead of basing our expectations in God’s truth, however, we build 

theologies based on our desires.  Admittedly, because we’re in God’s image, our instincts 

do have some validity.  But we’re also sinful, so personal beliefs are never enough. 

Consider Michael Jackson.  He seems to believe that his value is based in his image.  

He’s even submitted himself to disfiguring plastic surgeries.  Other people purpose to live 

off parents, the G.I. bill, and unemployment to avoid responsibility as long as possible.  

They believe they’re on easy street, but their selfishness actually works against them in 

every potential relationship.  In the children’s story, an Emperor looked to whoever could 

make the best clothes for him.  But his greed so blinded him that he trusted in their foolish 

resources and ended up showing his flesh in more ways than one!  These examples may be 

extremes, but they illustrate the traps that we fall into when we trust in our beliefs alone.   

We seem to know that there’s something valuable about Man, because we were 

created in God’s image.  Our spirit convinces us of others’ value like our nose convinces us 

of delicious food.  On the other hand, we know there’s something very ugly about Man.  

We have laws for repeat offenders and companies that make anti-depressants because we 

expect trouble.  So do we deserve to have confidence and respect or pity parties and 

rejection?  What is Man’s true value?  Personal beliefs can not say.  Only God knows. 

We run into the same problem in our pursuit of purpose.  We feel more fulfilled when 

we’re accomplishing something, because (whether we know it or not) God created us to do 

good works.  But, again, we are both wonderful and warped.  Every day, we perform 

“good” works – some that are good for others and some that are good for us at others’ 

expense.  Personal accomplishments are certainly part of God’s will, but which goals 

should we pursue?  Our desires are like the wind, too strong and too fickle to trust.  Would 

any skilled sailor allow the wind to set his course?  It makes about as much sense to allow 

personal preferences or easy success to decide our course.  Wise travelers use a standard.  

We need the theological map of God’s Word if we’re ever to know our true purpose. 

As you might expect, this inner turmoil of being in God’s image, yet fallen in sin also 

confuses our choice of resources.  God created us primarily as spiritual beings.  That’s 

why our true identity doesn’t change with age, alterations (sorry, Michael), or even radical 

amputations.  But we tend to neglect or distort the spiritual.  When we have sex without 

love, it’s a spiritual problem.  Parenting in anger, investing on mystical advice, working 

out of fear, etc. are spiritual issues.  A healthy spirit is fundamental to excellence, but only 

God can say where to look and what to do with the spiritual resources that He has for us.   

Remember our “mine” fields?  Personal theologies are the bomb factories where our 

“mines” are formed.  Our desires may have been shaped by our families, traumatic events, 

or culture, but we’ve chosen our personal beliefs to try to explain or justify our world.  

Only by resting in God’s truth can we actually deal with the issues under the surface.   

We’re about do a detailed analysis of God’s Word to understand biblical theology.  

You need to know that your value is in God’s covenantal grace (His unconditional love 

paid for by Jesus’ sacrifice), that His purpose for you is to do good works as part of His 

Body (the Church), and that your resource is Jesus Himself.  But if you’re going to truly 

rest in God’s truths, you need to see them for yourself.  So, let’s get started! 

  

 

 



The Meaning of Life 
 

Pride and fear alienate us from God and from each other.  Pride says that we are 

everything, while fear says that we are nothing.  Neither is true.  However, God can not 

tolerate pride, because His very nature is justice and love.  Think about it.  Would any 

Commander allow a partially-informed, ill-equipped trainee to lead a rebellion for their 

own selfish interests?  That wouldn’t be right or loving to anyone in any way! 

Now here’s the kicker:  fear is just the back-side of pride.  When I worry about my 

reputation or fear a verbally abusive neighbor I am still focused on what I deserve.  This 

may range from my ego on a bad hair day to getting my teeth kicked in, but it’s still pride 

and the direct result of my faith, hope, and love for me.  When things go well, my pride 

sees the need for no one - including God.  But when things go badly, I am afraid 

because my strength, wisdom, etc. aren’t enough to rescue me.  This is true of 

all of us.  Why do you suppose Psalms 14 and 53 are duplicated, almost 

verbatim?  I believe God does this to emphasize the condition of our hearts. 

In your opinion, even before we look further into the Bible, what moral 

wrongs and practical problems come with being centered on self? 

 

 

Scripture teaches that fear is the opposite of love, and that pride is the opposite of 

humility (Proverbs 3:33-34, 2 Timothy 1:7, James 4:6, 1 Peter 5:5, and 1 John 4:18).  How 

are love and humility “good”, or right, beneficial, and pleasant? 

 

 

 

The bottom line is that rebellious hearts deserve His wrath, not His help.  If that really 

is our basic problem, we’d expect Him to address it from the very beginning of His Word.  

And that’s exactly what we see.  Follow along as we watch God unfold His loving design. 

Notice that, in Genesis 1:1-2 He chose to begin with a “formless . . void . . . and dark” 

world.  At first, the world wasn’t just absent of life –  

it didn’t even deserve His attention!  How do we 

know?  He hovered over it and declared it  

“good” only after He had intervened with  

His Word.  That’s because, even before God created  

anything, He had chosen to bring life by grace (goodness to the  

undeserving).  Then, He created a world that reflected His  

goodness and illustrates the necessary elements of life:  an origin, ground, and fruit. 

*Note - in “God’s W.O.R.D. for His People”, I will use these graphics to paint a picture of 

how God takes us from our spiritual deserts to miraculously bear “fruit” in His world. 

 

What is the nature and purpose of all Scripture according to Proverbs 30:5, Matthew 5:17-

18, Luke 24:27, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, and 2 Peter 1:20-21. 

 

 

How and when did God plan to bring spiritual life to His people?  See Matthew 25:34, 

John 1:1-9, 1 Corinthians 2:2-9 (especially v. 7), Ephesians 1:3-6, 3:8-11, Colossians 1:15-

20, 2 Timothy 1:9, and 1 Peter 1:18-20. 

 

 

In light of these passages, what is the absolute minimum that we can conclude about the 

revelation given in Genesis 1-2 and spiritual life through Jesus Christ? 

 

 



The Meaning of Life (continued) 
 

I believe Scripture, from Genesis 1 to Revelation 22, point to the meaning of life as 

producing good fruit by rooting our faith in Jesus through God’s grace.  If that sounds 

wordy, just hang in there.  Whatever God’s purpose is for us, it should be clear, consistent, 

and continuous in His Word.  Let’s take a look and put this proposition to the test. 

 

Genesis was originally written in Hebrew, and the word translated as “formless” 

(tohu) in Genesis 1:2 is only used 20 times in the Old Testament.  Depending on your 

Bible, it’s translated as “chaos” in Isaiah 24:10, “confusion” in Isaiah 59:4, “desolation” in 

Isaiah 34:11, “emptiness” in  Isaiah 41:29, “empty space” in Job 26:7, “formless” in 

Genesis 1:2 and Jeremiah 4:23, “futile” in 1 Samuel 12:21 and Isaiah 44:9, “futile things” 

in 1 Samuel 12:21, “meaningless” in Isaiah 40:17 and 23, “meaningless arguments” in 

Isaiah 29:21, “nothing” in Job 6:18 & Isaiah 49:4, “waste” in Deuteronomy 32:10, Job 

12:24, and Psalm 107:40, and “waste place” in Isaiah 45:18-19.  Notice how it is used in 

context.  It’s an image of a foundation that can not support life.  How does this image 

describe the chaos, confusion, emptiness, or wasteland in your life at times?   

 

 

What types of dreams do many soldiers, family members, or 

friends try to pursue to deal with this spiritual desert?  Why 

are these futile dreams? 

 

 

Naturally, a chaotic wasteland would also be “void” (bohu in Hebrew) of fruit.  The 

word is only used twice in the Old Testament (Isaiah 34:11 & Jeremiah 4:23).  In both 

cases, God was angry that His world was not filled with the goodness that He intended.  

Throughout the Bible, the Lord calls us to bear fruit.  It was His original command to 

Adam and Eve, and He wasn’t simply telling them to have lots of kids!   

This basic decree came immediately after God had designed all other life to reproduce 

“after its own kind” (Genesis 1:11-12, 21-25).  The fruit of God’s creation was necessarily 

created to reflect who He is (Gen 1:31 & Rom 1:18-20), just as anyone’s workmanship 

reflects his wisdom, love, and strength (or lack thereof).  In what ways are God’s people 

especially to bear His image (Leviticus 20:26, Matthew 28:16-20, 2 Corinthians 2:14-17, 

Galatians 5:22-25, Colossians 3:1-10)?  Read the section on “Spiritual Gifts” for more on 

specific ways He empowers His followers to bear fruit in His image. 

 

 

These good fruits that God wants us to bear are so important that He’s even prepared 

opportunities in advance (see the book of Esther, Acts 17:27-28 and Ephesians 2:10)!  If 

you have a Bible with a concordance, list some passages that call for “fruit”.  How are 

these practically and morally reflections of God’s goodness? 

 

 

What’s it like to need “good fruit” when there is none?   

 

 

When it’s rotten?   

 

 

When it’s poisonous? 

 

 

 



The Meaning of Life (continued) 
 

Although the order of Genesis 1:2 is “formless, void, and dark”, God chose to address 

the darkness first.  How does the Bible uses the image of darkness in 

Genesis 15:12, Exodus 10:20-21, Deuteronomy 28:15-29, Job 3:1-5, 

Psalm 11:2, 82:3-5, 107:10-15, Proverbs 2:11-13, 4:19, 7:7-11, Isaiah 9:2, 

Jeremiah 23:12, Luke 1:76-79, John 3:19, and Ephesians 5:1-8? 

 

Remember that God created the son, moon, and stars on the fourth day and Man on 

the sixth day.  They did not experience this “light” on the first day.  Read Genesis 15:1-18, 

Exodus 3:1-6, 14:19-20; 34:29; Isaiah 9:1-6, 60:1-3; Jeremiah 4:22-26; Ezekiel 1:25-28, 

43:2; Matthew 17:1-2; John 1:5, 8:12, 12:35-36; Acts 9:3-18, 26:13-18; 1 Timothy 6:13-

16, Hebrews 1:1-3; 1 John 1:5-7, & Revelation 22:3-5.  He seems to 

have told us about the light on the first day for our spiritual edification.  

What does light from a non-physical source represent in God’s Word? 

 

 

Although it makes sense that God would create a world that could sustain life before 

He filled it with life, why would He send this “light” first?  Remember what light 

represents, then review Proverbs 30:5-6, Matthew 5:14-18, Luke 24:13-27, John 1:1-45, 

and 2 Tim 3:16-17.  Again, it seems clear that, by intentionally revealing the order of 

creation, God is teaching a fundamental truth:  spiritual life in an ill-deserving world can 

only begin by His grace, namely by initiating His presence.  Even when He is described as 

dwelling in clouds of darkness (Exodus 20:21, Deuteronomy 4:11-12, 5:22-23, 2 Samuel 

22:10-13, 1 Kings 8:10-12, Psalm 18:9-12, Psalm 97:1-6, etc.), there is always a tension 

between being attracted to and separated from His glory.  We are prompted to worship but 

see the impossibility of intimacy with a holy God.  We need a relationship by His grace!   

Can you think of anything that initiates its own life?!  How is this truth taught by the 

analogies of wind and birth in John 3:1-8?  If God only sent physical or spiritual life to the 

deserving, what hope would any of us have? 

 

The Bible continually uses the imagery of physical life to teach us about spiritual life.  

I propose that Scripture teaches God’s grace is the origin of our spiritual life; Jesus is to be 

our “ground”; and good works through the Holy Spirit are to be our fruit.  Having said that, 

how do the origin, ground, and fruit of life relate to each other?  Look at the following 

passages:  Genesis 17:1-9; Deuteronomy 8:1-20, Psalm 1 & 19, Isaiah 55:1-11, Jeremiah 

4:22-28, Hosea 14:1-9, Luke 13:1-9, John 1 & 15, Romans 8:18-25, 1 Cor 3:5-9, Galatians 

5:22-23, Eph 2:1-10, Colossians 2:6-10, 1 John 3:1-9, & Revelation 22? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s the end of those who may have “wax fruit”, but no “root” (Matthew 7:15-23)? 

 

Our spirits are formless, void, and dark until God intervenes by grace to root us in 

Christ so we can bear fruit for His glory.  And He chose to do this through Jesus before 

time began.  It shouldn’t surprise us that His creation reflects the nature of spiritual life. 

 

   How was spiritual  

   life initiated in the  

   sinners’ darkness? 

 

What “fruit” does God 

require as we live His 

image in the world? 
 

   What “fertile ground” 

   does God provide for 
   those whose world is  

   chaotic, empty, etc.? 



Why All The Suffering? 
 

 All of us are like trees or flowers:  we need outside help to live; we’ll only be as 

healthy as our foundation; and our fruit will always reflect our nature.  All of creation 

testifies to this fact.  Even in the wild, the wind carries seeds, they can reproduce only after 

their kind, but they live or die according to where they fall.  Likewise, when a Christian 

even temporarily looks to a source, foundation, or fruit other than life in Jesus, the results 

are powerfully disappointing (Isaiah, 28:14-29, 44:9-23, Jeremiah 2:5-13, Matthew 7:15-

20, John 15:1-8, James 3:10-12, and 1 Corinthians 3:10-15).   

 

The significance of origin, ground, and fruit also seems to be taught in 1 Corinthians 

13:8-13.  The Apostle says that everything in this world will pass away in the end, except 

for faith, hope, and love.  These are eternal virtues, which, in my opinion, represent eternal 

truths about spiritual life.  We put our faith in what Jesus has said done - the foundation of 

spiritual life; we hope in what God will do by His gracious promises - the origin of all 

spiritual life; and we love by our godly actions - the fruit of spiritual life.  But we suffer 

when our hope is in the wrong source, when our faith is rooted in the wrong foundation, or 

when we love in ways that do not reflect the fruit of His image.  As Scripture uses this 

trilogy of terms in Galatians 5:5-6, 1 Thessalonians 1:3, and 1 Peter 1:20-25, how do faith, 

hope, and love necessarily relate to each other?  What does this say about the importance 

of God’s grace as the only origin of our spiritual life, Jesus as our only foundation, and His 

works as our fruit?  What wrong faiths, hopes, or loves are especially tempting to you?   

 

Read the following passages and note some of the temptations to wrong faith, hope, 

and love.  Genesis 3:1-13, Exodus 34:10-16, Deuteronomy 7:25, 8:11-18, Deuteronomy 

13, 1 Samuel 15, 2 Kings 20, 1 Chronicles 21, Psalm 1:1-3, 107:17-22-33, Proverbs 30:5-9, 

and 31:1-7, Matthew 4, and 24:42-51, Mark 10:21-27, Luke 8:13-14, Romans 14:12-23, 1 

Corinthians 10:12-14, 18-33, 2 Corinthians 6:14-18, 11:3-15. 

 

However, not all suffering is due to personal sins.  Hardship can come from the devil 

or even from God, although it may be impossible to tell (as we see in Job 1-2).  But we do 

know that God never tempts us, nor is He ever tempted.  God’s goal for Christians is 

always purity (Romans 8:18-39, James 1:2-18, 1 Peter 1:3-9).  The devil’s desire, on the 

other hand, is to choke out our spiritual growth.  In keeping with language of physical 

creation, Scripture says that God “prunes” our lives so we can grow (John 15:1-2), while 

Satan plants “weeds” (Matthew 13:24-30) and “thorns” (2 Corinthians 12:7).  

According to Scripture, what are some other reasons for suffering?  Study Genesis 

3:16-19, 50:15-21, Deuteronomy 8:1ff, 30:1-3, Job 1:8-22, Psalm 66:10-13, Daniel 12:10, 

Zechariah 13, 2 Chronicles 7:13-14, Jeremiah 24:4-7, 29:4-14, Hebrews 12:3ff, Daniel 1-6, 

John 11:1ff, 2 Corinthians 11:25ff, Matthew 5:10-12, John 15:18-25, Luke 13:1-9, John 

15:1-3, Romans 1:18-32, 2 Corinthians 1:6ff, Philippians 1:12-20, Hebrews 2:10, 1 Peter 

1:1-9, and 5:1-11. 

 

 Regardless of the hardship’s source, how does God call us to respond to temptation?  

Genesis 39:7-10, Exodus 20:18-21, 1 Samuel 12, Nehemiah 4:9-23, Joshua 1, Psalm 119:9-

11, Proverbs 6, Matthew 6:1-13, Luke 22:31-32, 40, 1 Corinthians 8:7-13, 1 John 2:24-29, 

Romans 5:1-5, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-18. 

 

When we rebel and choose to do things our way, how is life formless, void, and dark for us 

financially?  sexually?  as a parent?  as a professional? 

 

Why should we have confidence, joy, and strength in the face of difficulty because of 

God’s grace?  the Person and work of Jesus?  His plan to work through the church? 

 



God’s W.O.R.D. for His People 
 

The patterns in the Bible suggest that we approach Scripture as a jigsaw puzzle.  The 

World of God’s people is in conflict with His Objective because we choose our dreams 

over His design for life.  But God Responds to His people by bringing life through His . . . 

*  Covenant presence (His initiative to live).  The picture of the torch represents the 

smoking pot in Genesis 15:8-18.  Who passed through the pieces in God’s 

covenant with Abraham and why (see Jeremiah 34:18-20)?  Read Genesis 3:15, 

9:9, Exodus 3, Deuteronomy 7:7-9, 1 Samuel 16, Luke 22:14-22, 1 Cor 1:26-31, 

2 Timothy 2:11-13, etc.  Why is grace the basis of His covenant presence? 

*  Christ provided (His foundation for life).  What do Psalm 118:19-29 (and Matthew 

21:42), Luke 6:47-51, John 10 & 15, 1 Cor 8:6, Eph 3:17, 4:15-16, Col 1:18-20, 

2:6-7, 2 Peter 1:3, and Hebrews 12:1-2a teach us about spiritual growth?  The 

picture below is intentionally simple (believe it or not) and does not show 

everything that Christ is or does for His people.  Read “God’s Plan for the 

Church” for more on His three-fold ministry to us as Prophet, Priest, and King. 

*  Church prospering (His fruit of life). Here, I am using the word “Church” in two ways:  

all those who’ve been born again and His Body of believers (see “God’s Will for 

the Church” for more on this).  According to Gen 12:1-3, Isa 45:2-6, 65:17-19, Jer 

31:31-34, Matthew 13:23-32, 18:18-20, 28:18-20, Luke 15:7, John 6:37-39, 

17:3, Acts 17:26-31, 1 Cor 12:7-11, 13:12, 2 Cor 2:14-16, Gal 5:22-23, Col 

1:3-6, and Heb 12:2-25, what fruits is the Church to bear?  See the section on 

“Spiritual Gifts” to understand how & why the Holy Spirit empowers the Church. 

 

 
Based on His gracious Response, we have a Duty/Delight to glorify 

Him by 1) gardening – rooting ourselves in Christ, watering, weeding & 

enjoying the life He’s given you, growing upward towards Him, and  

2) governing – taking His fruit into the world to care for and influence 

others for His glory, particularly through the collective ministry of the 

church. What duties/delights might God be providing for you right now?  

Although the picture only shows an individual believer, we are to 

nurture and bear fruit by working with other Christians.  See the section on “Spiritual 

Gifts” and “God’s Plan for the Church” for more guidance and encouragement.  

World of God’s people 

Abundant Life! 

Objective of God Response of God 
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Putting Together the Puzzle 
 

Understanding the Bible is like assembling a puzzle, pictured on the previous page. Simply   

 Use all the pieces (words, verses, etc.) (Proverbs 30:5-6, 2 Timothy 3:16-17), but . . .  

 . . . start with a “corner” in one or more of the 4 scenes of the W.O.R.D. (Phil 3:15-16). 

 Work with what you already know when trying to place other pieces (Acts 17:11). 

 Never force anything (2 Peter 1:20-21).  Don’t distort or omit pieces - let it flow! 

 Evaluate each piece by how well it fits the clear spiritual message (1 Cor 9:9-12). 

 Remember the big picture - God breaking into our “kingdom”    to bring us into His         

Refer to the cross, centered in the W.O.R.D. (Luke 24:26-27, Eph 1:2-14, Col 1:10-13). 

If necessary, address any missing or forced pieces and repeat the steps. 

 

Use this as a guide to find “corner pieces”.  One or two will usually get you started.  

Boundaries - What verses mark the beginning & end of the text so that it stands on its  

       own? Eg:  Matthew 18:18-20 relates to discipline as part of Matthew 18:15-35. 

Emotion – What feelings are expressed?  Eg:  the pleasing aroma in Leviticus 1. 

 

Style - Does the author use literary devices for emphasis?  Puns, sarcasm, hyperbole, 

       contrasts,  metaphors or similes, irony, a progression, conclusions, motifs,  

       euphemisms, etc.  Eg:  a pun on the concept of “fat/glory” in 1 Samuel 2:12-36. 

Context – What comes before & after?  Note recurring themes.  Eg:  1 Corinthians  

       13:4-7 is part of a discussion on collective worship in chapters 10-14. 

Repetition – Is a word/phrase/concept repeated?  Eg: sensory proofs in 1 John 1:1-3. 

Iniquity – What specific sin or affect of sin does God address in the text?  Eg:   

       Miriam’s leprosy in Numbers 12 in response to their complaints against Moses. 

Parallel passages – Is there another text that treats the same subject more clearly?  

      Note any differences.  Eg: the gift of God in Matthew 7:7-11 & Luke 11:9-13. 

Time – What was happening?  Eg: vision in Ezekiel 1 in light of Israel’s captivity. 

Troops – Who is in the passage?  Eg:  the mocking of God’s people in Psalm 137. 

Terrain – Is a place significant?  Eg:   Aramean baptized in the Jordan in 2 Kings 5. 

Unusual – God never inspired trivia.  Examine “oddities” for how they relate to the  

       text’s main intent.  Eg:  God’s command to eat unclean animals in Acts 10. 

Result – What’s the result of obeying/disobeying?  Eg: God’s will in Proverb 16:1-9 

Absolutes – Is there an absolute truth or command (explicit or implicit) concerning  

       God or His people?  Eg:  the promise of God’s presence in Joshua 1 

Loaded ideas – Are there cultural ideas that need to be “unpacked”?  Eg: offerings in  

       Joel 1 & 2 reference origins in Lev 2 & use in Numbers 28-29 & Ezra 7:13-17 

 

4 scenes – place any corners and other clear pieces in the scenes of the W.O.R.D. 

 

Ground the main point (a universal truth or command) into the main problem.  The truth or  

command will be a focused and exact fit to the specific problem addressed in the text. 

Lay out the rest.  If God gives us a truth, the main points will be specific commands that  

illustrate what obedience looks like.  If He gives a command, the main points will be  

motivational truths that encourage our faith.  See the next page for examples. 

Organize pieces into 2, 3, or 4 natural points:  2 points with “complimentary opposites”  

       for balance; 3 act like a tri-pod for a stable base; and 4 are logical or sequential steps. 

Re-examine the outline for forced/missing pieces (key words, verses, or concepts).  

Yearn to say “Yes” to Yahweh (“God” in Hebrew).  In other words, act on what you see! 

 

 On the next page, the image of a flag illustrates how to do this “4 G.L.O.R.Y.”.  The 

small, black hole in the wall-mount represents our exact problem as revealed in the text.  

Look for the specific problem and focused answer.  The rest will naturally “unfurl” from it. 



Examples of God’s “G.L.O.R.Y.”, Unfurled 
 

 

     Leviticus 1    God’s people must be holy (the main truth)  

 Trust in Jesus (The implied command)  

         1. God wants us to be totally sold out to Him  

               a. Dedication a “pleasing aroma” (9b, 13b, 17b) 

  “We are not perfect”             Offering was voluntary – No prerequisite (2-3) 

  (the text’s main problem)            Listed 1st in Leviticus, though not in practice 

              b. All may come - bull, sheep, bird taken (3, 10, 14) 

 

                  2.  But He requires perfection 

Sub-points:              a. Perfect sacrifice (3, 10, 14; 22:17-20) 

      Organize the pieces of          b. No “filth” allowed anywhere (9, 13) 

the text so that (when                        c. No appearance of evil (v. 16 no crop allowed)  

  done with integrity),             d. We are separated from God and deserve death (4) 

         we see His picture of 

abundant life by grace.           3.  We need a “middle Man” Whom God accepts 

          a. The Priest has to handle the blood (5b, 11, 15) 

                                   b. Priest made dedication possible (6-8, 13, 17) 

        

    4. God has provided the way through Christ 

              a. He is between you & God “at the entrance” (3b) 

     b. The offer stands continually (6:8-13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1 Samuel 2:12-36  Give God “the weight” (The main command of the passage)  

 Only God is worthy of glory (main truth)    1. Trust Him for your needs 

You will be tempted to look out for # 1 (12-15) 

    God will honor your faith & service (19-21a) “grace” 

        “Glorifying ourselves” 

          (the text’s main problem)   2.  Credit Him with your blessings 

      Remember, He chose you to honor Him (27-30) 

            Accept what He gives you (material) (16-17)  

       Praise Him for salvation/peace (offering of Lev 7) 

 

3.  Love Him with your time 

 He doesn’t need you (31-32) 

Worship Him (21b) vs 22-24 

   Serve His people (18) vs 29 

         

                                 

        

  

 

 

 

 
Luke 16:1-18     God gives us wealth for His Kingdom. (The main truth)  

 Invest wisely (the main command) 

1. We work for God.  

It’s His money (1) 

“Selfish use of money”      He holds us accountable (2-3) 

(the text’s main problem)    He values the lost (9, 13-15) 

 

2.  We serve “the world” 
            We are supposed to help them love God (4-5) 

          “Helping ourselves” hurts our relationships (6-8) 

 

3.  God will reward the faithful.  

            It’s not about money – it’s about Eternal Life  

              Money is the “very little” spiritual thermometer (10) 

            “True riches” is God’s “Welcome Home!” (11-12) 

             Be faithful with the gospel   

         The good news of Jesus is life (16) 

          The Law is death (17-18) 

 

 

 

Note:   
 The “corner pieces” are the emotion of 

the pleasing aroma and consistency of 

the ritual, but difference of the animal. 

 Your main points, verse references, &  

     sub-points need not match these, but  

     (if nothing has been forced) the overall  

     picture of “Dedicating Yourself to  

     God” will probably be very similar. 

Note:   
There is a “corner piece” in the pun on the word 

and concept of “fat” or weight in this passage.  

We have used this concept at different times, too 

in B.M.O.C.; “homes is ‘fat’”; & “that’s “heavy”. 

In Hebrew, it’s the same word for “glory”.  This 

explains Eli’s appropriate death in 4:11-18 and 

why his son’s wouldn’t listen to him in 2:25ff.   

Note:   
 The “corner piece” is the context of 

chapters 13-19:  the discourse, stories, 

& parables of His passion for the lost. 



Personal Worship 
 

Let me suggest that you use the earlier picture of “God’s W.O.R.D. for His People” as 

a guide to 1) discern the “weeds, bugs, poor ground, etc.” that plague your fruit and 2) to 

learn to cultivate spiritual life in your desert places.  The questions in the sections below 

are merely examples.  You’ll come up with your own as you meditate on His Word and 

begin to see life through His eyes.  This world’s experiences should always drive us back 

to the Gardener for help (John 15:1ff).  Then we can begin to truly live.  Remember that all 

passages in Scripture show one basic picture:  God breaking into our kingdom, in order to 

break us into His (remember the cross in the center of the pictured W.O.RD.?).  However, 

each passage will probably emphasize only a specific aspect of that picture.  Focus on what 

the text is emphasizing.  Don’t get caught up in trying to find everything in every passage. 

When you’re in personal Bible study and prayer, take a sheet of paper and draw a big 

square for the W.O.R.D., then divide it into the four scenes.  As you read the Scripture, 

look for “corners to the puzzle” by using the acronym, B.E.  S.C.R.I.P.T.T.T.U.R.A.L.  

Then begin to place the pieces in the appropriate scenes (see 4 G.L.O.R.Y.).  Be as specific 

or general as is helpful to your personality, but stay faithful to the passage’s emphasis.  

Whether you spend 5 minutes on a simple sketch or give an hour to in-depth study, pray 

over it and act on it.  The end result is always to be your good fruit in the world. 

If you’re having trouble, call a pastor, a mature Christian friend, or use a good 

concordance.  It’s best to choose a passage that is at least a paragraph in length.  This way, 

you’re more likely to find promises and commands to chew on and less likely to take 

things out of context. 

 

 

World of God’s People – (What’s happening with you?) 

Exactly how is life “dark” without God? 

Where are you rooted, and how is your strength affected? 

What kind and quality of fruit are you getting from wherever you’re rooted? 

How should this motivate you to look to Him for change? 

 

 

Objective of God – (What does God want for you?) 

Why is God’s grace so hopeful when to look to Him for life?  

What aspects of God’s character encourage our faith and obedience to Him? 

How is His fruit so much more wonderful than “manmade” fruits? 

Where in the Scripture do you see that God is willing and able to bring change? 

 

 

Response of God – (What has He done or is He doing about the problem?) 

What covenant promises or commands encourage your hope in God’s grace? 

Why is Jesus (anticipated in the OT or revealed in the NT) “fertile ground” for your faith? 

How has the Lord uniquely made or placed you to bear His fruit? 

Is bringing change as your Prophet, Priest, or King? (see “God’s Plan for the Church”) 

 

 

Delight/Duty of God’s People – (How does He call us to respond?) 

In what situations do you or others especially need to hope in Him? 

How can you practice rooting your faith in Him today? 

Who needs to taste your fruit and know that the Lord is good? 

Can you see the change He is making in your life?  Where or why not? 

 

 

 



Reasons To Believe! 
 

The story is told of a farmer who was herding his animals into the barn one night 

before a winter storm.  He had guided most of them safely inside when he noticed several 

young birds flapping around the barnyard.  He ran after them, motioning with his arms to 

get them inside, but the more he tried the more frantic they became.  Finally, he thought “If 

I could just become a bird, they wouldn’t be afraid of me and I could talk to them.”   

We are much like those little birds.  To know Who God is and what He wants, we 

would need Him to become one of us and speak to us.  We never could understand God or 

His message in any other way with any certainty - our minds are just too small!  Nor would 

we have sought him out.  As foolish as it seems, like those birds, we prefer to run rather 

than to obey. 

What does that have to do with defending your faith?  The farmer could not prove 

himself because of the birds’ nature.  The Bible’s basic message is like the farmer’s:  we 

are in grave danger; salvation is available to us; and rebellion is self-destructive.  But there 

are two big differences:  1) birds act on instinct, but people make moral choices, and 2) 

unlike the farmer, God did become one of us, and better than that - He can change our 

nature!  If I may reword an old saying – “proof is in the heart of the beholder!”   

That’s why scientific evidence, historical facts, and logical reasoning will never 

convince anyone to trust Jesus - it’s not a head problem (see Luke 16:19ff, especially v. 31 

and Romans 1:18-28).  However, learning to answer real questions can honor God, 

strengthen your faith and encourage those who are truly seeking (1 Peter 3:15).  Which of 

your friends or family seem to be looking for real answers?  With what questions or doubts 

do they seem to consistently struggle?  Read John 20:18-20 and Acts 17:11.  What is God’s 

attitude toward those who have questions? 

 

Internal Consistency - The Bible contains 66 books of history, poetry, prophecy, letters, 

and apocalyptic writings (symbolic writings about future things) written 

by nomads, slaves, kings, prophets, farmers, teachers, a doctor, a 

fisherman, a tax collector, and others in 3 languages, on 3 continents, 

over a period of 1,500 years, and was completed more than 2000 years ago.  

Yet, they all write the same message, and there have been no changes to that 

message since the last disciple’s letter in the first century.  Sound like a miracle?! 

Critics of the Bible claim that the Scriptures are riddled with human changes 

contradictions, and errors.  For example, many liberal theologians say that there are two 

accounts of creation.  Not true.  Genesis 1 is simply an overview, while Genesis 2 is a more 

detailed account.  Don’t we still advise speakers and writers to “tell them what you’re 

going to say, say it, and tell them what you said”?  Read the two accounts closely. 

Another alleged contradiction occurs in Matthew 28.  Mary sees an angel sitting on 

the stone at Jesus’ tomb, but in John 20:12, she sees two angels in the tomb.  These are 

clearly two separate events.  In the first, she comes with another woman and leaves to go 

get the disciples.  In the second, she has come back with Peter and some disciples.  Easy! 

 

How about a tougher one?  In 2 Samuel 24:24, David pays a man named Araunah 50 

shekels of silver for a threshing floor.  But 1 Chronicles 21:25 says that he paid Ornan 600 

shekels of gold for the same property.  1 & 2 Samuel seem to have been written during the 

time of the event, while 1 & 2 Chronicles are a historical record for the Israelites while 

they’re in captivity - years later in another country.  Why is this important?  Suppose my 

2001 journal said that I bought a gift for 5000 lira in Italy from Jeff.  But three years later a 

friend of mine in France said that I bought it for 50 Euro from Geffroi.  Both statements 

would be completely true, simply told at two different times and places, using the 

appropriate currency and spelling for the intended audience at the time. 

 

 



Reasons To Believe! (continued) 
 

This wouldn’t be a complete work if I did not address the topic of “spurious” passages 

in the Bible.  Texts such as the story of the adulterous woman in Matthew 8 and the 

resurrection scene in Mark 16 do not occur in our oldest manuscripts.  If your Bible 

contains footnotes, they will identify these and other such passages.  Christians need to 

admit two things.  First, these verses were almost certainly not part of the original text, and 

therefore are not part of God’s Word.  Many of them do not appear until centuries later.  

They were probably someone’s notes in a margin that were later inserted into the text. 

The second thing we must see is that these incidents cause us no problems with the 

message of the Bible.  Other than the two texts above, most of the questionable verses 

involve only single words or brief phrases.  None of them (including the two above) 

contradict any doctrine in the rest of God’s Word.  For example, the snake-handling 

churches that base their practice on Mark 16 should take a look at the context of Luke 

10:19 and Jesus’ metaphorical reference to the Pharisees as serpents in Matthew 23:33. 

 Critics point to other alleged problems, but, as you can see, their attacks should not 

cause us any concern.  If you have other questions, there are many good books written to 

address similar passages.  Don’t shoot down critics, but to help those who are seeking.  

Begin noting other alleged contradictions and start looking for the truth!   

 

Message of Life - Many liberal theologians mistakenly teach that God had many plans or 

attempts at salvation (simple rules for Adam, many rules for the Israelites, grace with some 

guidelines for Christians, etc.).  In truth, even before the beginning of the world, God’s 

only plan of salvation, spiritual growth and joy has been by grace, through faith in God 

(remember Matthew 25:34, Ephesians 1:4 & 3:8-11, Colossians 1:15-20, 2 Timothy 1:9, & 

1 Peter 1:15-20).  Discuss Genesis 6:1ff, 12:1ff, 15:1ff, 22:1ff, Exodus 9:1-21, 14:13-31, 

Numbers 13-14, Deuteronomy 1:21-46, 20:1-9, 31:1-7, Joshua 1:1-9, Judges 7:1ff, 1 

Samuel 14:1ff, 17:1ff, 2 Samuel 22:1ff, 1 Kings 17-18, 2 Kings 5:1ff, 18:1ff, 1 Chronicles 

5:19-22, 2 Chronicles 7:14, 16:7-14, 20:15ff, 25:1ff, Ezra 8:21-23, Daniel 1-6, Jonah, and 

Habakkuk 2:4, 3:1-19.  According to God’s Word, what has always been the heart of His 

good news? 

 

John 1:1-11 confirms that God brought life to His creation by grace through Jesus.  

That theme continues throughout Scripture.  In Genesis 3:15, God foretold the woman’s 

offspring (“seed” in Hebrew) being wounded, but crushing the serpent’s head.  This is a 

prophecy of Jesus’ virgin birth, since women do not have “seed”.  It is also a reference to 

His crucifixion and resurrection.  Though Jesus died, He rose again and conquered death, 

securing life for those who follow Him. 

The pre-incarnate Jesus (before He took on an earthly body) even appears in many 

places in the Old Testament.  Some of the clearest examples are Genesis 16:6-13, 32:22-

32, Numbers 22:24-35, Joshua 5:13-15, Judges 6:11-22, 13:16-23, Isaiah 6:1-6, Ezekiel 

1:26-28 and Daniel 3:16-29. We know that these are not angels (created, heavenly 

messengers), because Scripture is clear that angels will not accept worship (Colossians 

2:18, Revelation 19:10, and 22:8-9).  Neither could it have been the Father, for the Bible 

teaches that He is spirit, and no one has ever seen Him (Exodus 33:12-23 and John 6:46).  

 There is even a longing for Christ in the entire sacrificial system outlined in Leviticus 

and practiced throughout the Old Testament.  Psalm 40:6-8, 110:4, Isaiah 53:11-12, 

Zechariah 6:9-13, and Hebrews 8:7-9:15 show that animal sacrifices were never intended 

to save us.  Salvation in the Old Testament simply anticipated Jesus. 

 There are many Old Testament Scriptures that clearly foretell God (the Father) 

sending not just another human prophet, priest, or king, but God Himself  (the Son) to live 

among men, save those who turn to Him, and rule His people forever.  Consider Isaiah 

7:14, 9:6-7, 53:1-12, Jeremiah 23:5-6, and Micah 5:2. 

 



Reasons To Believe! (continued) 
 

God did great things through Moses, but in Deuteronomy 18:14-19 he prophesied that 

God would send One even greater.  In Acts 3:19-23 and Hebrews 3:1-6, we read that Jesus 

did what Moses could not.  It’s not as though God tried one thing in the Old Testament, 

failed, and tried something else.  The Old Testament’s “inadequacies” were designed to 

intentionally create a hunger for a perfect Mediator Whom God would provide later (see 

Galatians 4:1-5).   

Other “New Testament” beliefs also run through the Old Testament.  Millennia before 

Christ, believers spoke of their faith in a resurrection (Job 19:25-27, 2 Samuel 12:15-23, 2 

Kings 2:1-18, Psalm 16:10, Isaiah 26:19, Daniel 12:2-3, Hosea 13:14, etc.).  Jesus Himself 

told His disciples that He had not come to make a new religion, but to fulfill the Old 

Testament.  Read Matt 5:17, Luke 24:24, 44, and John 5:39-40, 46-47.  Again, we see that 

God presents one plan of salvation and life. 

If you need to encourage a young believer or answer a critic’s questions about God’s 

consistent plan, take them through the detailed descriptions of God’s chosen one in 

Genesis 49:10, 2 Samuel 7:11-15, Psalm 2, Psalm 110, Isaiah 42:1-7, Isaiah 53:1-12, 

59:16-21, 61:1ff, Jeremiah 23:5ff, 33:14ff, Daniel 7:13ff, 9:24-27, Micah 5:1-2, and 

Malachi 4:1-6.  Why could these only refer to Jesus?  Explain. 

 

Documentation – There are more than 24,000 New Testament 

manuscripts in existence today.  That is more documentation that 

any other written work in the world.  And there is only a 25-year 

gap between the oldest writer of the New Testament (John, who 

probably died in exile on Patmos around 95 AD) and the earliest 

manuscript (the John Ryland’s manuscript of portions of the 

Gospel of John).  This sounds like a long time, but consider this:  

second to the Bible in documentation is Homer’s Iliad, which has 643 manuscripts.  The 

time span between Homer’s life and the earliest copy of his work is 500 years!   

How vividly do your grandparents remember JFK’s assassination?  Do your great 

grandparents remember specifics about the Depression?  Those events were over 40 and 80 

years ago!  Why would a 25 year-old gap between an event and the written account not 

create big problems for accurate and detailed recordings of the event? 

 

 

 

 Just as small gaps of time lend credibility to eye-witness accounts, the consistency of 

God’s Word over great gaps of time shows the integrity with which scribes copied its 

contents over time.  Before the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947, the oldest 

existing copy of Isaiah was from 900 A.D.  The two copies 

found in cave #1 are about 1,000 years earlier and are 95% 

identical to the text from 900 A.D.!  The majority of 

discrepancies were obvious slips of the pen and spelling 

differences.  Even the fragments of Deuteronomy and Samuel, 

which seem to have come from a different line of manuscripts 

have no changes in doctrine or teaching.  These copies show 

the scribes’ care to reproduce God’s Word, even after 1,000 

years of copies being made from copies, which were made 

from copies, etc. They are virtually the same!  How is possible?  It is a well-known fact in 

Judaism that these men were so serious about their task that they learned the exact number 

of letters in each line, the middle letter in entire books, and counted them each time to 

verify their work.  They knew that they were handling God’s Word and were terrified of 

making a mistake!  Talk about zero tolerance! 

 



Reasons To Believe! (continued) 
 

Archeology – In the past, critics tried to discredit the books 

attributed to Moses by saying that writing had not been 

developed yet.  In 1968, however, the discovery of the Ebla 

Kingdom revealed a statue with an inscription to their god 

who “shines brightly in Ebla”.  This kingdom and its language 

were 260,000 people strong at its height in 2300 B.C. – 

almost 1,000 years before Moses! 

 Another discovery confirms the miraculous destruction of Jericho.  During the 

excavation of this ancient city, John Garstang concluded that “there remains no doubt:  the 

walls fell outwards so completely that the attackers would be able to clamber up and over 

their ruins into the city” (The Foundations of Biblical History; Joshua, Judges.  London:  

Constable 1931).  This is significant because city walls do not fall outwards – they fall 

inwards!  Read Joshua 6:20 and praise the Lord for His great deeds! 

 

Non-Christian Testimony – It’s one thing to have archeological rocks cry out - they’re 

pretty neutral.  But what if there were hostile witnesses who relayed significant facts about 

Jesus and His followers’ lives?  Guess what!  Corneluis Tacitus (a Roman historian - born 

A.D. 52-54), Lucian of Samosata (a second century satirist),  Falvius Josephus (a Jewish 

historian - born A.D.37)  Suetonius (a Roman historian – born A.D. 120), Pliny the 

Younger (Governor of Bithynia in A.D. 112), and Thallus (a first century Samartian-born 

historian) all wrote compelling chronicles and letters about our Lord and His followers.  

Due to space, I refer you to McDowell’s Evidence or the internet for more on these men. 

 

Prophecy –Virtually no one questions that Jesus was an historical figure.  But they quickly 

dismiss the Bible as truth, particularly because they’re not familiar with Jesus’ claims 

about Himself.  There are over 60 Old Testament prophecies that He fulfilled.  Many were 

beyond human control:  Born of the seed of woman - Genesis 3:15 & Galatians 4:4, 

Matthew 1:20; Born of a virgin - Isaiah 7:14 & Matt 1:18, 24-25; Son of God - Psalm 2:7, 

1 Chron 17:11-14, 2 Sam 7:12-16 & Matt 3:17, 16:16, Mark 9:7, Luke 9:35, 22:70, Acts 

13:30-33, John 1:34, 49; Seed of Abraham - Gen 22:18 & Matt 1:1, Gal 3:16; Son of Isaac 

- Gen 21:12 & Luke 3:23, 34; Son of Jacob - Num 24:17, Gen 35:10-12 & Luke 1:33, 3:23, 

34, Matt 1:2; Of the Tribe of Judah - Gen 49:10, Mic 5:2 & Luke 3:23, 33, Matt 1:2, Heb 

7:14; Family line of Jesse – Isa 11:1, 11:10, Luke 3:23, 32, Matt 1:6; Of the house 

(lineage) of David - Jer 23:5, 2 Sam :12-16, Psa 132:11 & Luke 3:23, 31, Matt 1:1, 9:27, 

15:22, Acts 13:22, 23, etc.; Born in Bethlehem - Mic 5:2 & Matt 2:1, John 7:42, Luke 2:4-

7; Presented with gifts - Psalms 72:10, Isa 60:6 & Matt 2:1, 11; Herod kills children - Jer 

31:15 & Matt 2:16; His pre-existence - Micah 5:2, Isa 9:6-7, 41:4, 44:6, 48:12, Psa 102:25, 

Prov 8:22-23 & Col 1:17, John 1:1-2, 8:58, 17:5, 24, Rev 1:17, 2:8, 22:13; Shall be called 

Lord - Psalms 110:1, Jer 23:6 & Luke 2:11, Matt 22:43-45; Shall be Immanuel (God with 

us) - Isaiah 7:14 & Matt 1:23, Luke 7:16; Shall be a prophet - Deut 18:18 & Matt 21:11, 

Luke 7:16, John 4:19, 6:14, 7:40; Priest - Psalm 110:4 & Heb 3:1, 5:5-6; Judge - Isaiah 

33:22 & John 5:30, 2 Tim 4:1; King - Psalm 2:6, Zech 9:9, Jer 23:5 & Matt 27:37, 21:5, 

John 18:33-38; Special anointing from Holy Spirit - Isa 11:2, Psa 45:7, Isa 42:1, 61:1-2 & 

Matt 3:16-17, 12:17-21, Mark 1:10-111, Luke 4:15-21, 43, John 1:32; Had zeal for God - 

Psalms 69:9 & John 2:15-17; Preceded by a messenger - Isa 40:3, Mal 3:1 & Matt 3:1-2, 

3:3, 11:10, John 1:23, Luke 1:17; Ministry begins in Galilee - Isa 9:1 & Matt 4:12-13, 17; 

Ministry of miracles - Isaiah 35:5-6a, 32:3-4 & Matt 9:32-33, 35, 11:4-6, Mark 7:33-35, 

etc.; Teacher of parables - Psalm 78:2 & Matt 13:34; Entered Jerusalem on a donkey - 

Zech 9:9 & Luke 19:35-37a, Matt 21:6-11; Stumbling to the Jews - Psalms 118:22, Isa 

8:14, 28:16 & 1 Peter 2:7, Romans 9:32-33; Light to the Gentiles -  Isaiah 60:3, 49:6 & 

Acts 13:47-48a, 26:23, 28:28; Resurrected - Psa 16:10, 30:3, 41:10, 118:17, Hosea 6:2 & 

Acts 2:31, 13:33, 24:46, Mark 16:6, Matt 28:6; Ascended - Psalm 68:18a & Acts 1:9; 



Reasons To Believe! (continued) 
 

Prophecy (continued) –Seated at the right hand of God - Psalms 

110:1 & Hebrews 1:3, Mark 16:19, Acts 2:34-35; Betrayed by a 

friend - Psalms 41:9, 55:12-14 & Matthew 10:4, 26:49-50, John 

13:21; Zechariah 11:12 & Matt 26:15, 27:3; Sold for 30 pieces of 

silver - Zech 11:13b & Matt 27:5a; Money to be thrown in gods 

house - Zech 11:13 & Matt 27:7; Forsaken by followers - Zech 

13:7 & Mark 14:50, Matt 26:31, Mark 14:27; Accused by false 

witnesses - Psalms 35:11 & Matt 26:59-60; Dumb before accusers - Isa 53:7  Matt 27:12; 

Wounded and bruised - Isaiah 53:5, Zech 13:6 & Matt 27:26; Beaten and spit upon - Isaiah 

50:6, Micah 5:1 & Matt 26:67, Luke 22:63; Mocked - Psalms 22:7-8 & Matt 27:31; Fell 

under the cross - Psalms 109:24-25 & John 19:17, Luke 23:26, Matt 27:31-32; Crucified 

with thieves - Psalms 22:16, Zech 12:10 & Luke 23:33, John 20:25; Made intercession for 

His persecutors - Isaiah 53:12 & Matt 27:38, Mark 15:27-28; Isaiah 53:12 & Luke 23:34; 

Rejected by His own people - Isaiah 53:3, Psalms 69:8, 118:22 & John :5, 48, John 1:11, 

Matt 21:42-43; Hated without cause - Psalms 69:4, Isaiah 49:7 & John 15:25; Friends 

stood afar off - Psalms 38:11 & Luke 23:49, Mark 15:40, Matt 27:55-56; People shook 

their heads - Psalms 109:25, Psalms 22:7 & Matt 27:39; Stared upon - Psalms 22:17 & 

Luke 23:35; Garments torn and lots cast - Psalms 22:18 & John 19:23, 34; Suffered thirst - 

Psalms 69:21, 22:16 & John 19:28; Gall and vinegar offered to Him - Psalms 69:21 & Matt 

27:34, John 19:28-29; His forsaken cry - Psalms 22:1a & Matt 27:46; Committed Himself 

to God - Psalms 31:5 & Luke 22:46; Bones not broken - Psalms 34:20 & John 19:33; His 

heart broken - Psalms 22:14 & John 19:34; His side pierced - Zech 12:10 & John 19:34; 

Darkness over the land - Amos 8:9 & Matt 27:45; Burial in rich man’s tomb - Isaiah 53:9 

& Matt 27:57-60.  Which of these are significant to you and why? 

 

If you’re a Christian, you may be wondering how anyone could doubt that Jesus is the 

Son of God or that the Bible is His Word to man.  The bottom line is that they don’t want 

to believe it.  Unless God changes our hearts, all of us would rather hold on to our own 

“kingdom”, trying to deal with our formless, void, and dark lives all by ourselves.   

Hostile critics ignore clear fulfillments of prophecy, documented facts about Jesus, 

and the logical conclusions.  Rather than being open to the supernatural, they begin with a 

“faith-based” belief that there is no God, and therefore no miracles.  A good example of 

this is their rejection of the books of Isaiah, Daniel, and Jonah as simply too miraculous. 

In Daniel 9:24-27, the prophet seems to clearly predict how long the Jews would be in 

exile, the year that the Anointed one (“Messiah” in Hebrew) would end the sacrificial 

system, and the length of His official ministry.  They make the same accusations against 

Isaiah 44:28 and 45:1, 13 because King Cyrus is named, though the prophecy came 150 

years before the event (recorded after the fact in 2 Chronicles 36:22-23, and Ezra 1:1-4 and 

6:1-12).  Of course, few critics believe the story of Jonah and the whale.  Why?  All of 

these require a God Who rules over the world and supernaturally involves Himself in our 

lives.  They discount any evidence of the miraculous because of their hearts. 
 

 

Statistics - Peter Stoner in Science Speaks, used the mathematics 

of probability to calculate the odds of any one person fulfilling just 

8 of these prophecies (born in Bethlehem, preceded by a 

messenger, entered Jerusalem on a donkey, betrayed by a friend, 

hands and feet pierced, sold for 30 pieces of silver and money 

thrown in God’s house, price given for a potter’s field, and silent before accusers).  It 

would be 1 in 10 to the 17th power or 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000.  This would be 

equivalent to covering Texas with silver dollars until it is two feet thick, then marking one 

of them, stirring the mix, and a blindfolded parachutist dropping in to choose the right one. 



Reasons To Believe! (continued) 
 

Statistics (continued) - When Stoner calculated the odds of one man fulfilling 48 of the 

prophecies, the chances were 1 in 10 to the 157th power.  The image of the silver dollars 

would be much too large.  He used electrons to illustrate this long shot.  It takes 2.5 times 

10 to the 15th power of electrons, laid side-by-side to form a straight line one inch long.  If 

you could count 250 electrons each minute, and you counted day and night, it would take 

you 19,000,000 years to count the electrons in the one inch line.  The original amount of 10 

to the 157th power would be one cubic inch of electrons.  At 250 per minute, it would take 

19,000,000 times 19,000,000 times 19,000,000 years to count them all.  Now – if you 

could choose one “marked” electron (blindfolded and at random) from that mix, that would 

be the odds of one man fulfilling 48 of the prophecies!  Who do you know that might 

appreciate this particular statistic?  How could you present it to encourage them? 

 

 

Logic – Weigh the evidence of Jesus’ amazing and public 

miracles in Matthew 8:28-33, 12:28-40, Mark 1:22-28, 3:1-8, 

Luke 5:17-26, 9:10-17, John 2:13-25, 8:56-58, and 1 

Corinthians 15:6-8.  He either believed that He was God and 

was a lunatic; He hadeveryone fooled and was a liar; or He 

was exactly Who He claimed to be - Lord!  This scenario 

illustrates the point well. 

Suppose a well-known historical figure (choose anyone – crazy, evil, or good) had 

several close friends who wrote a series of letters claiming they had eye-witnessed his 

perfect life – no lies, laziness, lust, etc.  They further claimed that he had performed public 

miracles, to include raising others and himself from the dead.  The person even said that 

they were God (Luke 1:1-3, Acts 1:1-3, 1 Peter 5:1, and 1 John 1:1-3)!  How would these 

letters be received by the people of their time and why?  Would they and others be willing 

to be jailed and/or die for this person?  What problems exist with the theory that they faked 

a resurrection?  How long would their “religion” last?  Explain.  With all of this evidence 

and its logical conclusions, why can’t you talk someone into believing in Jesus?  In what 

other areas of life do we see the heart overruling the head in important decisions? 

 

Science – So why do so many believe in evolution?  It’s 

simple - if we could dismiss God, we could dismiss His 

authority over us.  Then we would have the freedom to do 

whatever we wanted.  Remember, it’s a heart problem. 

Belief in evolution requires much more faith than 

believing in the Bible.  For example, I might accept the 

fact that one “missing link” is all that’s left to prove that we’re descended from monkeys.  

However, if any of the theories of evolution are consistent (and there are many different 

theories), there should be hundreds of links:  at least one link between cats and lions, 

something between llamas and camels, dogs and wolves, rats and mice, etc.  But 

everything is different!  Even the duck-billed platypus and Rahona Ostromi (a bird-like 

dinosaur) are clearly not links between species! 

Evolution also proposes that personal, rational, moral beings in an organized universe 

came from non-personal, non-rational, amoral, chaotic matter by an expanding force of 

energy, by chance over time.  According to the laws of thermodynamics, entropy, and the 

principle of cause and effect, this can not be.  The last principle requires that all effects 

must have a sufficient cause.  Our orderly universe could no more come from a chaotic 

explosion than you could throw pieces of metal over your shoulder and accidentally form a 

watch when the parts hit the ground!  The only thing that explains the universe as it exists 

is a personal, rational, moral Creator and sin’s resulting decay.  What personal, rational, 

moral, or organized things do you enjoy or even take for granted in God’s creation? 



Reasons To Believe! (continued) 
 

 Even the most basic element in the universe, the atom, defies human explanation.  The 

nucleus of an atom is made of positively-charged protons and neutral neutrons.  This mass 

is circled by negatively-charged electrons.  Throughout the rest 

of nature, all similarly-charged objects repel each other, while 

opposites attract.  In other words, the nucleus of every atom 

should naturally scatter and move to connect with the electrons.  

They do not.  Even if this is a microcosmic balance between 

gravity and centrifugal force (like the earth and the sun), how is 

the delicate balance kept for every atom at every moment, all 

over the universe?  Why don’t we have a continuous series of 

atomic explosions?  Read Colossians 1:15-17.  What does He hold together in your life? 

 

Most of the first scientists were Bible-believing creationists:  Louis Pasteur - 

bacteriology, Isaac Newton - calculus, Robert Boyle - chemistry, Georges Cuvier - 

comparative anatomy, Michael Faraday – electromagnetics, Gregor Mendel – genetics, 

John Woodward – paleontology, Lord Kelvin – thermodynamics, Blaise Pascal – 

hydrostatics, Charles Babbage – computer science, Carolus Linnaeus - systematic biology, 

and the list goes on and on.  They believed in a personal God Who had created a universe 

that reflected His character of reason, and cause and effect.  Therefore, they believed that 

such a universe could be explored – the very basis of the scientific method.   

Earlier, I stated that many believe in evolution – not for scientific reasons – but to do 

away with a God Who has authority over their lives.  Consider the following survey on 

attitudes and beliefs given by the Institute of Creation Research to a random sampling of 

100 people from different backgrounds.  The survey targeted the relationship between their 

beliefs about the origin of Man and their attitudes toward morality.  The results revealed 

that those who believed in evolution were much more likely to lie, have sex outside of 

marriage, and approve of euthanasia than those who believed the Bible.  To see the actual 

questions and data, go to http://www.icr.org/research/ro/ro-r01.htm. 

 

 
 

http://www.icr.org/research/ro/ro-r01.htm
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Resurrection – The foundation for our faith, however, 

must be the resurrection.  In John 12:20-33, three 

motivations prompted Jesus to announce His approaching 

death:  the Gentiles were coming to Him, reminding us 

that His sacrifice was for all kinds of people; He knew 

that our spiritual birth could only come through His death; and He 

called for our continued growth, modeled by His self-sacrifice.  It 

had always been His plan (Matt 16:21, 17:9, 22-23, 20:18-19, 26:32, Mark 9:10, Luke 

9:22-27, and John 2:18-22) and was crucial to our faith and growth. 

If anyone ever suggests that He was not really dead, or that His disciples faked His 

resurrection, review the following facts with them.  To test whether He was dead or not, a 

Roman soldier pierced His side and blood and water flowed out – a biological proof of 

death (John 19:34-35).  The Jewish and Roman officials knew what they had to lose if the 

apostles were to fake His resurrection and needed to be sure!  Matthew 27:62-66 tells us 

that He was placed in a tomb and secured with a large stone which bore an official seal - a 

spot of wax imprinted by the governing authority’s ring.  Historical documents indicate 

that a standard guard would have been at least four armed soldiers per shift.  Due to the 

potential ramifications of Jesus’ body being stolen by the apostles to fake His death and 

lead a revolt, the guard may have been even larger. 

After His resurrection, He appeared over a dozen times (Matthew 28:9-10, Luke 

24:13-33, John 20:26-29, etc.), once to over 500 believers (1 Corinthians 15:6).  And the 

disciples (who claimed to be eye-witnesses) knew that a resurrected Jesus was absolutely 

necessary to legitimize His claims, and were willing to die for their belief (1 Corinthians 

15 and the entire book of Acts).  The public nature of his resurrection proves beyond any 

reasonable doubt that He actually rose from the dead.   

Just as importantly, when Jesus overcame death, He proved His authority as God and 

therefore His right to validate the writings of Moses, the prophets, the apostles, etc.  Think 

about it.  Test it.  Believe it.  Rest in the risen Christ! 

 

 

Experience – Any philosophy or religion must explain the wonder of man and the problem 

of evil and then offer a real solution.  Most philosophies and religions have taken one or 

two approaches.  They try either to 1) deny that man is special or that evil is real by 

painting him as a biochemical machine in a non-moral world or 2) portray god as someone 

or something mystical, whose plan can never be known. 

One of the greatest arguments for His truth and salvation, however, is the story of how 

God changed your heart through faith in Jesus.  Our hopes tell us that Man is special, and 

our sinful hearts testify to the reality of evil.  More powerful, though, is a living example of 

God’s grace turning your heart away from sin and toward Him.  

 I’m familiar with one woman, for example, who was known for her selfishness.  

When her doctors diagnosed her with Alzheimer’s late in her life, her Christian son and 

daughter-in-law decided to take her in.  It seemed that, as long as she had the power of 

speech, she cursed and ridiculed them.  It was hard on the couple, but they decided to use 

her infirmity for her blessing and (when she could no longer walk) began taking her to 

church with them.  After many weeks of hearing Christian sermons and worship services, 

on the way home from church, her demeanor and tone radically changed and she began to 

talk about asking her friends for forgiveness.  God had changed her heart, and she was a 

different person from that moment. 

 I hope you are familiar with such stories, especially your own.  If not, ask others about 

Jesus’ work in their lives.  The Lord changes people from the inside out so they can 

become “fruit bearers” to His glory. 

 



Hope for the Abused 
(based on Dr. Diane Langberg’s On the Threshold of Hope) 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Abuse” - when a person forces or distorts something emotional, physical, or sexual on 

another person to satisfy themselves.  God created us to love, not to control. 

 

Sexual Abuse – Studies show that 20-40% of women are sexually abused before age 18.  

Men have also been victimized, but are far more reluctant to report it.  Most abuse occurs 

between ages 6-12.  There is usually 1) a father who drinks, 2) a dominant mother and 

lonely father, or 3) no boundaries.  Many victims become abusers, though not always. 

 

Physical Abuse – Reports indicate 5% of all American children have been physically 

abused.  Most incidents are probably not reported.  Reported cases have increased by more 

than 100% since 1986.  Abused children are more likely to have low self-esteem, be overly 

compliant or overly rebellious, withdraw, have anxiety disorders, practice secretive 

behavior, and be depressed.  In 97% of reported cases, parents were the abusers.  The 

highest rate of physical injury is found among 12-17 year olds (probably because the 

parents become more aggressive as the children get older). 

 

Emotional & Substance Abuse– 18% of all American children have lived with an 

alcoholic.  13% of all adult alcoholics have financial struggles.  Children of alcoholics are 

4 times more likely to become alcoholics.  Most children of alcoholics have difficulty 

resolving conflicts with others, are more likely to become needy & manipulative, marry 

into an alcoholic family, become abusive in other ways, and are at greater risk of divorce.  

 

Impact on Childhood Development – Children pass through stages in which they need 

help to develop healthy self-concepts and social skills.  I have highlighted the results of 

abuse & suggested a comment or event that a young victim may have experienced on a 

regular basis (usually from a parent or someone close) which hindered development.  The 

intensity of the impact varies, but the following factors generally increase the level of 

devastation:  the closer the relationship between the abuser and victim, the wider the age-

gap between them, the level of violence, and the victim’s memory of their participation.   

 

Trust vs. Mistrust (0-1 yr) – Parents may have neglected or screamed at their baby. 

Autonomy vs. Shame & Doubt (1-3 yrs) – Belittling or coddling instead of training. 

Initiative vs. Guilt (4-5 yrs) – Constant criticism - never praised for accomplishments. 

Industry vs. Inferiority (6 to puberty) – Physical abuse instead of loving discipline. 

Identity vs. Identity Confusion (teen) – Experiencing arousal with same-sex abuser. 

Intimacy vs. Isolation (young adult) – Remembering parents’ fighting & divorce. 

Generativity vs. Stagnation (middle age) – Kids of alcoholics witnessed selfishness. 

Integrity vs. Despair (late adulthood) – Results in questioning motives & values. 

 

Although childhood abuse (and even trauma suffered later) damages and distorts 

healthy development, there is real hope in Jesus Christ.  I can not over-emphasize the 

importance of having a proper understanding of the God’s nature, His commands and 

promises, and our place in a biblical church.  So much healing depends upon correct 

theology, as you will see on the next page. 



Hope for the Abused (continued) 
 

Present Impacts on the Victim –  

Because we are created in the image of God, abuse damages or distorts the victim’s ability 

to live in His image in three key areas:  our “voice” (self-image & initiative), our 

relationships (intimacy, trust, conflict resolution, etc.), and our sense of power (control, 

authority, confidence, peace, etc.). 

In Genesis, He spoke the world into being.  Two of the 10 Commandments 

are about speaking, and Jesus is called the Word.  The significance of 

speaking can not be over-emphasized.  Victims of abuse, however, have been 

told to silence their voice.  “Shut up!” or “No one will believe you”.  They 

often feel ashamed or hopeless to speak out, fearing the abuser’s threats. 

God’s image is also relationship.  The Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit are three persons in one God.  They have always been in perfect relationship with 

each other.  In Genesis 1, He said that all of His creation was good, except 

that Adam was alone.  He created us to be in similar relationship with Him 

& each other. Marriage, parenthood, work, even recreation is for be lived in 

relationship.  Abusers devastate relationships.  Now, the victims’ 

relationships are strained with fear, depression, loneliness, & self-hatred.  

They often believe that their relationship problems are entirely their fault.  

Many become loners, fearing any kind of relationship at all.   

God also created us to be like Him in power, to subdue the world, 

But not as control freaks or dictators.  On the contrary, God uses His 

strength, wisdom, resources, etc. to bless others.  God gave Adam and  

Eve control over the garden of Eden to produce fruit, a blessing for them  

and others who would benefit from the garden.  Victims of physical, sexual,  

or emotional abuse usually swing to one extreme or another.  Either they  

become “door mats” or control-freaks.  The door mats have been made  

to believe that they have no right or ability to exercise power for  

blessing, protection, etc., so they let others walk all over them.  The  

control freaks live in fear (consciously or unconsciously) trying to prevent anyone from  

hurting them again.  Both have great difficulty with trust & intimacy (emotion or physical). 

The Keys to Recovery –  

Go to God with all of your fears anger, and sadness.  In Isaiah 55:1-8, God reminds us 

that “My ways are not as your ways, and My thoughts are not as your thoughts.”  Although 

man condemns, God will forgive.  Although others have abused you, God will heal you.  

Listen to God’s voice in the Bible.  He speaks words of comfort (Matthew, chapter 5).  

Come into relationship with Him through Jesus.  Jesus has come for the lost (Matthew 

18:10-14).  Experience God’s power.  When He lives in us, we are changed (Acts 4:13).  

No human relationship can erase the past or promise a miraculous future.  But when it 

comes to the human heart, God is in the miracle business!   

Begin to voice the story of your abuse.  Journaling can be a safe place to start.  The 

next step it to find a trustworthy person to encourage your identity and security in Jesus.  

Open up to them a little at a time.  This will accomplish several things.  As you tell them, 

they will be able to provide you with objectivity.  For example, they might remind you that 

“you were only 10.  You can’t hold yourself responsible for what a 30 year old did.”  As 

they treat you with respect, you will see the truths of God’s Word - that your voice is 

important and that you have something to say.  You will begin to experience a healthy 

relationship as God intended - acceptance, truth, even forgiveness for ways that you may 

be mistreating others, and for change in your own life.  As you put the past into perspective 

and learn what it means to be in a good relationship, you will begin to feel the freedom and 

desire to exercise proper power to positively influence others and begin to live out God’s 

image more fully.  This may come very slowly, but it will come if you persevere (Galatians 

6:9-10)! 



 

 

His Hand of 

Providence: 

Circumstances 

(Genesis 50:15-20) 

Traveling God’s Highway 
(based on work by James C. Petty’s Step by Step) 

 

 We’ve discussed God’s will – to bear the good fruits of His image in the world by 

being rooted in Christ.  That’s a mouthful, I know.  Below is a suggested picture of how to 

H.I.D.E. between His guiding hands of Scripture and providence, keeping you safe from 

spiritual dangers and closer to Christ (Isaiah 30:21).  His Hand of Wisdom (the Bible) tells 

us what we should believe about Him and what we should do.  God’s Providence (His 

orchestration of circumstances) provides directional signs:  detours, rest areas, yields, 

caution lights, scenic views, closed roads, historic landmarks, etc. to assist your journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            H. 

 

                   I. 

 

                  D. 

 

                     E. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holiness – seek it!         

 It’s His journey for us (Being made into His image) - Jer 29:11-13, Rom 12:1-2  

 It’s His destination for us (Godliness) - Jeremiah 31:33-34, Matthew 6:33 

Information – get it from  . . . 

 the Highwayman  (The Creator) - Proverbs 3:5-6, Philippians 4:6 

 the Map (God’s Word) - Joshua 1:8-9, Colossians 3:16 

 Welcome Centers  (Other Believers) - 1 Kings 12:1-19, Acts 15 

 Road Conditions  (Circumstances & Opportunities) – Esther 4:7-17, Eph 5:15-16 

Decision - based on best information (Wisdom & Faith) – Prov 2:1-5, James 1:22-25 

Expectation - confirm your route by the scenery: 

(Joy in the Lord) – Romans 12:2, 1 John 2:3-5 

(Spiritual Growth) – Psalm 1, 2 Peter 1:3-10 

(Spiritual Opposition) – Matthew 5:11-12 

 

 Where are you now, and where do you believe or hope God wants you to be?  Name 

the temptations, wasted time, discipline, and bad influences that you need to avoid.  Make 

specific notes on Holiness, Information, Decision, and Expectation.  Prioritize by the clear 

guidance from His Word, the good advice of His people, and the immovable signs of His 

providence (i.e.:  things you can’t change). 

Temptation 
1 Corinthians 10:1-14 

James 1:14-17 

Discipline 
    Deut 8:11-20 

2 Kings 1:1-4 Bad Influences   
Proverbs 6:20-35 

John 17:15-21 

 

His Hand 

of Wisdom: 

The Bible 

(Psalm 119:105) 

Wasted Time 
Psalms 90:9-12 

Ephesians 5:14-17 



Biblical Decision-Making 
 

 
     

 
 

    

 

 

           VIII.  ACT! 

  

           VII.  PLAN DETAILS 

 

          VI.   PRAY FOR FAITH.    

    CONSULT HIS WORD & PEOPLE 

 

                                                           V.  DISCERN GOD’S “SIGNS” 

 

                                                   IV.  LOOK FOR OPPORTUNITIES THAT 

              HE HAS CREATED FOR YOU TO SERVE 

 

                                                      III.  IDENTIFY YOUR ABILITIES & 

                                                  INTERESTS TO SERVE HIM & OTHERS 

 

      II.  REVIEW HOW TO LOVE HIM & OTHERS 

        AS OUTLINED IN HIS COMMANDMENTS 

 

        I.  AGREE ON THE HEART OF THE PROBLEM 

Remember,                                        . . . the closer you get 

it’s a relationship,                               to the top, the more 

not a “religion” . . .                         glory & joy you experience! 
 

This decision-making model is shaped like a triangle to show that, as you move closer to the top, the 

options become fewer until you come to a few best possibilities.  The circle and the phrase, “re-
evaluate, readjust, and repeat”, is my attempt to show that knowing God’s will is the result of a 

continuing, personal relationship - not a one-time, mechanical process.  Knowing His will is just like 

knowing a friend’s heart & mind (after all, He created us “in His image” [Genesis 1:26-27]) – it takes 
love & time.  

  I.  I.D. the problem (James 4:1-3).  Make God’s will your desire. (Matt 22:37-40) 
 

II.  Determine to live as He has outlined in the 10 commandments (Exodus 20:1-16) 
Love God through worshipping . . .   Love Others through serving . . .   

1. the right Person (Put God first!)   5. authority    9. justice 

2. the right way (Relationship, not religion)    6. physical needs 10. attitudes 
3. the right purpose (Glorify God)   7. marriage 

4. the right motive (Live from thanksgiving)  8. property needs 

 

III.  I.D. how He’s gifted you to serve &  IV.  His opportunities (Ephesians 2:10) 
Ties (Relationships – Esther 4:7-17)  If needy, are they agreeable to your help? 

Truths  (the Bible – Colossians 3:16)  What truths absolutely must be followed here? 

Talents  (Spiritual gifts – Romans 12:4-8, etc.)  How can you apply your gifts to serve them? 
Treasures (Possessions – Matthew 25:14-30)   What is available for you to use to help them?  

Tendencies (Godly desires – Philemon 8-9) Is your desire admirable in God’s eyes? 

 

V.  I.D. “stop signs” (Num 22:21-27) vs. “caution lights & yields” (2 Sam 6:1-7). 

 

VI.  Pray for faith in Him (Prov 3:5-6), & consult His Word & people (Acts 15:1-2) 

 

VII.  Develop a plan (Luke 14:25-35).   VIII.  Act seeking God’s glory (Col 3:17) 

VII & VIII.  Plan & Act  

VI. How can I be sure? 

 V. Am I sure? (“signs”) 

IV. Where is He working now? 

III. What has He done in me? 

 II. What does God want?   

  I.  What’s really wrong? 

Re-evaluate 

Readjust, 

& Repeat 



Four Key Relationships & Disciplines 
 

 All Christians have the privilege and responsibility of four relationships, the center of 

which must always be Christ.  Weigh the following suggestions against Scripture.  What 

other biblical, practical ways you can nurture these relationships? 

 

 
                  Personal Devotion 
                     Body Worship 

 

 
   Service          Fellowship  

   Evangelism         Discipleship  

 
              Fruit of Spirit 

     Spiritual Gifts 

               Opportunities to Serve   

 
 

Your Relationship With God   God’s Relationship With You 
Personal Devotions (Matt 6:5-18, 1 Thess 5:17) Fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22ff & 2 Pet 1:3-11) 

Be open to different devotional books   Base personal experiences on God’s Word 
Ask a friends advice on what to study   Pray for growth in fruit that only God grows. 

Find a time that you are alert and alone.  Note specifically how He is changing you. 
Read a short passage.  Think & pray.   Ask those close to you how you’ve changed 

Try singing or reading a Christian song   Thank Him for recreating and growing you 

Begin your prayers with praise.    Note weaknesses.  “Water & weed” your life! 

Take time to pray for others.     

After you read the Bible, listen for Him.  Spiritual Gifts (Rom 12:4-8, 1 Cor 12) 

Ask other believers to recommend books  Identify how God has gifted you to serve 
Listen to Christian music.     How do you love to serve others? 

Try praying out loud for concentration.   How has God used you to help? 

Keep a specific prayer journal.    For what do others come to you? 
Confess sins & thank Him for blessings  What do they say you’re good at? 

Begin & end your day with Him    Begin to serve others with your gift(s) 

Don’t wait for perfection – look for God’s  Expect resistance (frustration, fatigue, envy, etc.) 
With believers (Acts 2:41-47, Heb 10:19-25) Opportunities to Serve (1 Cor 12:11-18, Gal 6:10) 

Find a good church.      Be aware of those who need your gifts. 

Expect to find sinners there & help each other. Look for people who seem to seek you out. 

Find ways to participate (classes, service, etc.) Identify the needs you are equipped to meet. 

Faithfully attend services & other helpful events. Be sensitive to God’s Spirit moving you. 

Identify their small group studies & fellowships Follow through with those who are open. 
Consider hosting a small group in your home. Don’t invest yourself in you’re not called. 

Begin a regular family worship time at home. Go to them.  Don’t wait for them to come. 

Your Relationship With Believers  Your Relationship with Non-believers 
Fellowship (Eccl 4:9-12, 1 Thess 5:11-15)  Service (Luke 10:25-27, ) 

Spend regular fun time with mature Christians Know that Jesus earned the right to be heard 
Identify those whom you respect and like  Don’t expect quick “thank you”s 

Schedule time together, even if it’s difficult  Consider service, “planting and watering” 

Pray for, encourage, and help one another  Serve with a glad heart 
Find an accountability partner & meet regularly Be flexible to help when you’re needed 

Discipleship (Matthew 28:18-20)    Evangelism (Psalm 107, 1 Peter 3:13-16) 

Realize you don’t have to be perfect to start  Begin by voicing or writing your testimony 
Begin to look for a disciple (a young believer) Look for chances to share the good news 

When you find an eager Christian, train him/ her Know that God will use your testimony 

Spend time with them.  Show them the ropes  Remember that evangelism in not optional. 
Train them through your spiritual gift(s)  When sharing your faith, use Scripture 

Seek to mold them into Christ’s image.   Point to sin, Jesus, and new life 

Always have someone discipling you, too.  Leave them with a challenge to faith 



Five Goals for Discipleship 
(From Paul Tripp’s Age of Opportunity) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

1.  Cultivate the disciple’s heart for God.  (Deut 10:14-16, Matt 23:23-28, Rom 8:8-14) 
We are created to glorify and enjoy Him.  We must encourage them to fulfill this purpose  

We must help them develop a sense of “awe”.  But we need a relationship first. 

We must put their needs before our wants.  And we must live our faith with integrity in front of them 
Be an example of and encourage personal worship, desire for corporate worship/teaching, teachable 

spirit, fellowship, talk openly about Scriptures & relationship with Him, biblical decision-making.  

2. Develop their heart of wisdom & conviction.  (Prov 1:1-33, Psa 51:1-4, 1 Tim 1:3-19)  
Help them think & live by Scripture – have a predetermined plan, be firm, & live it. 

Help them clarify boundary issues (black & white) and wisdom issues (principle). 

 

3. Help them focus on the spiritual struggle.  (Genesis 3:1-15, Eph 6:10-20, 2 Tim 3:1-7) 

Worldly goals & problems won’t last. 

All thinking, feeling, and behavior stem from and are a reflection of their spirit. 
All people are born selfish by nature and need to be recreated by God to grow in Jesus’ image. 

We must have war-time mentality – actively looking for subtle or obvious enemies and opportunities. 

We must know about our enemy and his ways (lies and distortion of God’s truth). 
We must have a biblical self-image and knowledge of our weaknesses and gifts. 

 

4. Train them to interact as “salt & light” in the culture.  (Matt 5:13-16, John 17:5-21) 

Jesus calls His people to be “Salt & Light”. 

Salt provides flavor, brings healing, fights against decay. 

Light provides direction, reveals stumbling blocks in the darkness, and gives warmth. 

Teach them that all created things are good, but are used with either good or evil meaning or intention 
Help them understand and evaluate cultural idols (materialism, relativism, pluralism, etc.) 

Help them distinguish innocent cultural differences from sinful preferences. 

Isolation is impossible (live in the world).  Integration is dangerous (must not live like the world). 
We are called to identify common ground between culture and Scripture (Acts 17:22-23) 

Jesus wants us to bring the gospel to the common ground (Acts 17:24-31). 

We must do more than critique, but declare positively what God intended. 
 

5.  Prepare them to leave.  (Genesis 1:26-28, 12:1-3, Matthew 28:16-20, 2 Timothy 2:1-2) 
Some may want to leave because they were corrected without grace.  Others may want to cling to us. 

But we can’t give them what we don’t have ourselves, and we are not their hope! 

We must communicate that we too are people in process of Jesus’ forgiveness and change. 

Living God’s love means that we . . . 
Accept them (by grace), incarnate His love, identify with them (as sinners), & enter into relationship. 

Developing maturity will show beginnings of . . .  

Sensitivity to God’s will Putting off & on  Biblical view of wealth Perseverance  
Appreciation of grace  Teachable spirit  Accepting responsibility Applying the Bible  

Healthy independence  Godly relationships Biblical self-esteem  Kingdom awareness  

A battle-focus on 

spiritual struggles 

How to interact 

as “salt & light” 

in their culture 

A Heart of Wisdom 

& Conviction 

 

Prepared To Leave 



God’s Blueprint for Marriage 
 

Scripture teaches that Men and Women are: 
Equal in value, but different in roles - Genesis 1:27, 2:18; To be companions - Gen 2:18; To leave 

parents and cleave to each other - Gen 2:24; To be interdependent - Eph 5:28-31, 1 Cor 11:11;  Fallen 
in sin – Genesis 3:1-19; Can be forgiven, made whole, and recreated in Jesus Christ – Galatians 3:28 

 

How can we be unified if we’re selfish beings? 1 Peter 3:1-7 tells Christians,  
. . . Wives, submit to your husbands   . . . Husbands, love your wives (v 7)  

A.  Be a witness to them, (vs 1 –2)    A.  Understand them (“be considerate”) 

      In actions (“behavior” and “purity”)   B.  Care for them (they are vulnerable)   
      In attitude (reverence for their position)   C.  Respect them (they are fellow heirs) 

B.  Motivate them, (vs 3-4)      D.  Work with them (they are partners)  

      Through encouraging & self-controlled example (gentle & quiet)   
C.  Hope in God (vs 5-6)     

      God made you to be a help-mate, and He will care for His daughters   

Some Suggestions for Success:   
Husbands, serve the Lord by leading your wives, through . . . 

Initiative          with a Selfless Attitude: 
If she wants to work, help her find a good job and have a good attitude when her work requires extra. 

Ask if your job is helping/hurting the family and put in for vacations, discuss possible job changes. 
Bring her your goals for the family’s future and listen to her wisdom, experience, & hunches. 

Lead her (and the children) in family worship and ask for her input in choosing a church or friends. 

Set aside a time with her to establish a budget and entrust part of the budget to her - food, clothes, etc. 
Get up, put the coffee on, run her a bath, and  let her sleep in.  Play with the kids on weekends. 

Fill the car with gas before it gets low and   if you have a second car, give her the better one.  

Volunteer to regularly help with chores and  do the dirty and heavy household duties. 

Call during breaks to talk about her concerns  and listen to her and do not interrupt her thoughts. 

Write a specific love note, mail it to her and  talk to her about things that are important to her. 

Start some regular family activities and   do things that your wife & children enjoy. 
Hold her hand & hug her in private & public and show affection in ways that make her feel loved. 

Take care of repairs when they happen and  run any errands for her without complaining. 

Tell her that you want to make love with her and  do the things that she appreciates. 
Help the children with homework and chores and praise her to others when she can & can’t hear you. 

Take her to visit her family or friends and  bring a gift, a game, etc. when you visit her people. 

Offer to take the kids out and    give her free time to relax alone or with friends. 
Ask her for advice in her areas of expertise and act on her advice, even if it requires you to change. 

Maximize your energy by diet & exercise and work out at times that don’t take away from family. 

 

Wives, serve the Lord by supporting your husbands, through . . . 

Helping         with a Respectful Attitude 
Agree to work (or not) via family goals and   if he complains later, agree to set goals together. 

Bring him your concerns about your job and  listen to his advice without interruption or critique. 

Keep the home a pleasant place to live and  get his input before big changes or large purchases. 
Support ideas for family projects and   encourage him when difficulties arise. 

Go to him with new ideas about the family and when you disagree, do it privately and calmly. 

Be on time when family is going somewhere and if he’s late, let him suffer consequences, not words.   
When he makes godly decisions, help him and when he fails, be gentle & suggest new plans. 

Befriend a godly woman for her wisdom and  make friends that respect him and help you. 

Do things to please him and      if you do agree, voice your hurt not your anger. 
Tell the kids that Dad has the final decision and  talk favorably of him to the children. 

If you’re the cook, have dinner ready soon and allow him time to transition when he comes home. 

Stick to the budget you both agreed upon and suggest budget changes by showing their benefits. 
Keep his uniforms pressed and     if you need help with the house, ask - not demand.  

Stay in good shape for your energy level and  dress to please him in public (in good taste). 

Discipline the kids in love as you both agreed and teach the children to obey and respect their father. 
If your parents & he disagree, support him and if they are right, let him lead & talk to him later. 

Tell him your worries/hurts, ask for his help and be patient, and help him to see your heart. 

Be kind and friendly to his family/friends and if they’re bad influences, talk gently & in private. 



Sexuality in Marriage 
 

 God created Adam & Eve naked and said that it was “good”.  Many people, however, 

have a distorted view of physical intimacy because of traumatic or selfish experiences.  

Some misinterpret the Bible by saying that sex is (at worst) sinful or (at best) something to 

be tolerated.  God only speaks of “nakedness” critically when He is referring to the guilt or 

shame that is symptomatic of our rebellion. 

 

1. Sex is intended to bond a man and woman together in body and spirit. (Genesis 

2:24, 1 Corinthians 6:16) 

2. Sex in marriage is holy and good.  (Genesis 2:25, Song of Solomon) 

3. We are to primarily seek our spouse’s pleasure.  When we marry, we give our 

“rights” over our bodies to our mates, but neither should demand something that is 

distasteful to the other. (1 Corinthians 7:4) 

4. Sex should be regular and continuous so that neither burns or is tempted to cheat.  

The frequency should be agreeable to the couple. (1 Corinthians 7:5-6) 

5. Husband and wife are equals.  Men do not have superior rights to women.  Both 

should seek to please the other and either may initiate.  (Gal 3:28, Eph 4:22) 

6. God allows great freedom in sex.  Whatever is not explicitly forbidden in Lev 18 or 

implicitly forbidden by the spirit of texts like 1 Corinthians 8:7-13 should be enjoyed! 

7. The quality of sex reveals the trust in the relationship. (Gen 3:7, Song of Sol 1:5-6) 

 

 

According to Willard Harley (His Needs, Her Needs), surveys rank the “Top 5” as: 

Most men preferring: (in order)    Most women preferring:  (in order) 

1.  Sexual fulfillment      1.  Conversation 

2.  Physical attractiveness     2.  Affection 

3.  Recreational companionship    3.  Family Commitment 

4.  Domestic support      4.  Honesty 

5.  Admiration        5.  Financial Security 

Use this list only as a guide to serve them.  Your spouse might make it easier for you to 

feel close to them, but you are responsible for your actions. 

 

 

Discuss the following suggestions compared to the Scriptures above. 

Define “foreplay” as respect & affection throughout the day, beFORE you PLAY. 

Meet their heart needs according to their personality.  Don’t mold them into your image! 

Show that you care during the day:  helping with chores, talking, time with the kids, etc. 

Go slow and be aware of your spouse’s past hurts and incidents. 

Be willing to be sensual without expecting or demanding intercourse. 

Be affectionate in ways that they like.  Do they smile or just put up with it? 

Watch your timing.  Are they tired or into a T.V. show?  Are the kids asleep? 

Bathe, shave, brush your teeth and put on his/her favorite cologne/perfume. 

Learn your spouse’s “signals” that they do or do not want to make love. 

Be sensitive to sex talk.  What words do they consider nice, okay, or “ugly”? 

Be creative by making love in different rooms, times, etc., but don’t push. 

When they do something you enjoy, tell them, and be specific. 

Cuddle and talk lovingly to each other afterwards. 

Remember that God’s will for you is morally, pure unity, not individual selfishness. 

Resist conforming your sex life to society’s standards (try reading Song of Solomon) 

Don’t try to change your spouse’s heart. 

When you’re frustrated, take a look at your heart (and James 4:1-10) 

If you seem to have the same troubles again and again, seek out a biblical counselor. 

Biblical Principles of Money Management 



God's Truth:  

He owns it all (Psalm 95:3-5, Micah 2:8) and calls us to be salt & light (Matt 5:13-16)  

We trust in God to meet our needs. Deuteronomy 8:17-18, James 4:13-17  

The husband is the head, but couples should agree in Christ. I Cor 1: 10, Eph 5:33  

Money is for serving others for His glory.  Prov 3:27, Matthew 6:24, 1 Cor 9:19  

Our Duty:  

Pleasing Him with the way we spend His money. Matthew 25:20-21, 1 Cor 4:1-2  

Obedience in love, not demanding personal wealth or even comfort.  Matt 6:25-33  

Goals, planning, & self-discipline. I Timothy 5:8, Luke 14:28-30, Prov 30:25 & 21:5 

Paying taxes and tithes. Romans 13:1-7, Proverbs 3:9  

The Impacts:  

Debt or seeking riches is slavery.  Proverbs 22:7, Proverbs 28:20, Luke 12: 15  

How we manage & spend God's money is an indicator of our faithfulness. Matt 25:21  

God is pleased when we cheerfully give beyond our tithes. Luke 21:4, 1 Cor 16:2 

He holds us accountable for how we invest His resources.  2 Cor 5: 10, Matt 25:21.  

 

How does your checkbook reveal your heart?  What does yours say? 

Who can you serve with your material wealth and how? 

When did people in Jesus’ time use even a little for ministry?  What did the Lord say? 

How might the Lord want you to grow from times of poverty or wealth? 

 

Some Suggestions for Success: 

Save your receipts for 1-3 months and identify what are “real bills” vs.” frills.” 

Sit down with your partner and discuss your financial goals and strategies. 

Establish a separate account for emergencies & don’t touch it unless you need it. 

Develop a budget together and stick to it.  Continually evaluate for adjustments. 

Mark money-envelopes for “fun”, “food”, “clothes”, and when it’s gone – it’s gone! 

Leave credit cards at home, or better yet, cut them up NOW. 

Shop out of season or in thrift stores.  Try commissaries and coupons.   

Trade children’s hand-me-downs with a family of friends.  

Occasionally, share potluck dinners with friends rather than eating out. 

Shop so that your shirts, pants, etc “cross-coordinate” to make several outfits. 

Identify and use military discounts on entertainment events 

Try generic brands and bulk items (when they are less expensive) 

Never go shopping on an empty stomach & shop weekly, instead of monthly.   

Delay large purchases for 30 days to talk it over, shop around, and kill the “impulse”. 

Let the most money-conscious and responsible person pay the bills. 

Pay your tithe, bills, priority debts, and savings/investments as soon as you’re paid.  

Cut some luxuries (cable channels, CDs, etc.) and apply it to debts or investment. 

Join a car pool, bike, walk, or use public transportation. 

Double up on payments when you can, focusing on the highest interest bills first. 

Balance the checkbook every time you write a check, use ATM, etc. (include fees) 

Avoid making ATM withdrawals from checking.   Savings accounts don’t bounce. 

Avoid withdrawals from ATMs that do not belong to your bank.  They charge fees. 

Have one joint account, not separate ones for husband and wife. 

Begin to invest now – even a little (mutual funds have a good yield with little risk). 

Invest regularly for the long term.  It reduces risk, cost, and establishes good habits 

Buy land or a house, if it’s a good deal.  You can often make a profit in a few years. 

Shop around for realtors, builders, investors, etc.  Some are good, and some aren’t. 

Be willing to sacrifice a little pleasure now to have greater security later. 

Stay in God’s Word and prayer for wisdom and humility.  It truly is a matter of the heart! 

A Suggested Budget Worksheet 
 



TITHE     ______   FOOD     ______ 

(10% of gross income)        

         CLOTHING   ______ 

DEBTS          

Car payment   ______  INSURANCE   

Credit Cards   ______  Life (Term or Whole) ______ 

Other     ______  

  

SAVINGS     ______   MEDICAL EXPENSES 

(20% of gross)      Insurance    ______ 

         Doctors     ______ 

INVESTMENTS     Dentists    ______ 

Retirement                     ______  Prescription Drugs  ______ 

College for Children      ______        Other     ______       

  

HOUSING       RECREATION 

Mortgage/Rent   ______  Spouse’s Allowance  ______ 

Insurance    ______  Soldier’s Allowance ______ 

Property Taxes   ______  Family Fun Night  ______  

Electricity    ______   

Heating     ______  CHILDREN 

Water     ______  Tuition     ______ 

Sanitation    ______  Lessons     ______ 

Telephone    ______  Allowances    ______ 

Cleaning    ______  School Lunches   ______ 

Repairs/Maintenance ______  Other     ______   

Supplies    ______   

Improvements   ______  GIFTS 

Furnishings    ______  Birthdays    ______ 

         Christmas    ______ 

TRANSPORTATION    Anniversary   ______ 

Insurance    ______  Other     ______   

Gas and Oil    ______   

Maintenance/Repairs ______  VACATIONS 

Parking     ______  Hotels     ______ 

Other     ______  Gas      ______  

         Transportation   ______ 

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT Food     ______ 

Magazine/Paper/Cable ______  Souvenirs    ______ 

Couple’s Date Night ______  Gifts     ______   

Babysitter    ______ 

Other 
 

 



Parenting with Purpose 
(based on Tripp’s Age of Opportunity) 

 

Talk radio, book stores, family and friends are full of opinions about the goals and 

methods of parenting.  However, the only source for absolute morals, reliable insights, and 

effective change is God.  Look at Gen 1:26-28,18:17-19, Deuteronomy 6:1-25, 11:18-32, 

Psalms 78:1-8ff, Proverbs  3:12, 19:17-19, 22:6, 31:26-30, Malachi 4:5-6, Matthew 10:37, 

2 Corinthians 12:14, Ephesians 6:1-4 , Colossians 3:20-21, 1 Timothy 3:1-5, 12, 5:8, and 

Titus 1:5-6, 2:3-4.  What are some of God’s directed methods for parenting?  What are His 

purposes?  What does Scripture say? 

So much of their lives is completely in God’s hands:  the relationship of siblings (Gen 

25:23), trials they may undergo (Job 2:1-10), national discipline (Habakkuk 1:1-12), when 

and where they’re born (Acts 17:26), their measure of faith if they are a Christian (Romans 

12:3), the authorities over them (Romans 13:1), their spiritual gifts if they’re Christians (1 

Cor 12:4-11), etc.  How should this affect you as parents? 

I love to play with my kids when they’re in good moods, and it’s my duty to keep 

them safe, but that is not the same as parenting them in Christ.  Because all children are 

made in God’s image and fallen in sin, they will experience a tug-of-war within issues of 

self-worth, moral values, and life-purpose – all of which are only understood and fulfilled 

through a personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ.   

His desire is that we glorify Him to our children.  While we may not know their 

futures, as the ones between them and God we can help them know Him better.  Below is a 

suggested illustration of our place between God and their world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Let’s look at some principles from Scripture that apply to parenting.  Then we’ll refer 

back to the suggestions pictured above when we discuss ways to parent teens.   

 

The real prize – 

“The Heart of God” 

Constant Conversation 

“Parent” (as God is to us) 

Teacher (prophet) 

Mediator of grace (priest)   

Disciplinarian (king) 

Opportunities to show & 

share the Heart of God! 



 1) “I see that   

they love me!” 

Why We Tend Toward Sin 
 

Children are no different from adults – they’re just more transparent.  If any of us 

wants something and don’t get it, we perceive the other person as a barrier to our happiness 

(James 4:1-4).  Children - just like us, tend to persist until the other person gives in to their 

tantrum, tears, etc.  If it works, they keep repeating the pattern. 

Our job is to show and teach them that joy comes through submitting to the Lord, not 

to their hearts.  We do this by exercising loving authority and influence.  Authority is the 

rightful power we have (by our position) to enforce obedience.  Influence is the ability to 

win their desire to obey.  Mom might use her authority to put her 3 year-old in his room 

when he refuses to go on his own, or Dad might take away his teenager’s car keys until 

grades are better. A parent can influence their child to do the right thing only when the 

child believes in their parents’ wisdom and authority because of the consistent experience 

of the parents’ love.   

Because younger children do not have the understanding and skills to protect and 

guide themselves, we must exercise more authority over them during the early years. As 

children gain understanding and skills, they naturally grow toward independence.  Then we 

must help them by transitioning from less authority to more influence.  Still there should 

probably be some of each throughout the child’s life.   

If we only influence a younger child, they often become fearful and selfish.  But if we 

never influence a baby, for example, by soothing him or her with our tone of voice while 

we rock them, then they never perceive our loving intentions.  If we force authority on an 

older child, we may slow their maturity and embitter them.  But if we never use authority 

on an older child, they will be left to their limited wisdom and experience to make 

important decisions (school grades, close friends, finances, etc.). 

A balance of authority and influence modeled by the parents, toward neighbors, in the 

church, etc. will also surround them with messages of love and positive pressures to mold 

them.  This lays the foundation for godly conflict resolution, roles and structure in the 

family, living our values, and proper responses to failure. 
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Toddlers  Teenagers 

 

Consider the warnings of one-sided parenting in 1 Sam 2:22-29, 1 Kings 1:1-18, Eph 

6:4, and Col 3:21. What were the failures or warnings in each case?  With other believers, 

discuss your past experiences in the balance of authority & influence.  What Scriptures are 

most helpful to you?  Determine to encourage each other in the Lord. 

 

 The picture on the next page is to remind us that our children’s heart will always show 

through in their world.  Do you see patterns of pride or fear?  Generally, proud children 

need more discipline, while fearful children need more nurture.  But everyone needs both 

applied with love and wisdom.  What about giving grace and mercy to them?  Read and 

discuss Proverbs 3:34, Micah 6:6-8, Matthew 23:1-23, Luke 32-37, James 4:6, 1 Peter 5:5. 

 

Moral 

Values 

Response  

To Failure 

Conflict 

Resolution 
Roles and 

Structure 

   2) “I trust what  

      they tell me!” 

 3) “There’s  

 something to  

  their God!” 



Shaping Their Heart with Both Hands 
The Nurture and Admonition of the Lord - Colossians 6:4 

 

    Worship 

          Chores      Pets 

                          

                Culture               Hobbies 

 

            Friends                       Homework  

  

                Projects           Sports 

 

             Values          Attitudes 

 

            Clothes         

 

 

 

Tips on Nurture      Tips on Admonition 

Be good to them, not just “right”   General: 

Give them regular physical affection  Create or wait for receptive moments 

Reward them with praise & time with you Remove temptations from them & vice versa 

Set aside regular time to talk to them  Ensure both parents support each other 

Schedule regular family activities   Discipline to shepherd, not punish 

Schedule regular time with each child   Never discipline mistakes or accidents 

Set limits and explain their good purposes Be realistic – consider ages & personalities 

Give choices when possible    Practice mercy - it is greater than justice 

Reward them (irregularly & w/o notice)  Be consistent and don’t give up 

Give notice before announcing changes  Before: 

Give them opportunities to choose   Be sure children know the rules beforehand 

Say what they can do, not just “don’ts”  Listen to understand their heart issue first 

Review and adjust rules as they grow  Teach and encourage appropriate “appeals” 

Give responsibilities to help them succeed Pick battles – don’t discipline everything 

Supervise/participate to prevent problems Postpone or delegate if you’re too angry 

Set the example with your spouse & peers Choose a method to “fit the crime” & train 

Encourage good children to come over  Warn once, then discipline them accordingly 

Record good behavior and reward them  Prepare them - say what, why, & how much 

Love by knowing & meeting needs  During: 

Keep environments structured & positive When you talk, kneel down to their level. 

Ensure proper rest, nutrition, & exercise Be clear, brief, loving & grieve with them 

Support school activities – get involved  State, don’t debate or chase them down 

Provide time & space to be creative  Address their behavior, not their person 

Invest in helpful games, videos, etc.  Never get sarcastic, embarrass them, or yell 

Network with parents for information  Get them to tell you what they did wrong 

Have them help you (make it enjoyable) At times, give them choices of discipline 

Buy toys that help promote relationships Discipline in private.  Be firm but loving. 

Identify their abilities, encourage growth After: 

Censure negative influences & explain  When they’re open, comfort them 

Serve them with your strengths.     Admit and apologize for any mistakes 

Know weaknesses.   Prepare accordingly Start fresh – don’t hold the past against them 

Provide for and allow creativity   Do an AAR with your spouse for changes 

Talk about family goals & morals   Begin and reinforce new habits ASAP 

 

 



What About Discipline? 
 

1.  Why should I discipline?  It is one of God’s methods to restore trust & obedience. 

The spirit of God’s law does allow rebellion to run its course (1 Kings 1:6ff) 

The Lord teaches that discipline is part of love for their holiness (Heb 12:6, 10-11). 

God wants our methods to encourage our children (Colossians 3:21). 

 

2.  The following are not effective or proper forms of disciplining bad behavior: 

Ignoring them – communicates that nothing is wrong or that you don’t care. 

Verbal Warnings, but no Action – communicates that you’re not serious. 

Yelling – communicates that you are annoyed, not that you love them. 

Withholding Love – communicates that you only love them if they do what you want. 

Messages of Guilt – communicates that they are bad, not their behavior. 

Physical Abuse – says they are a burden to you and an obstacle to your happiness. 

 

3. Some effective disciplines (always match the offense & be age-appropriate) 

Verbal reprimands, written apologies and lessons learned, time-out, taking privileges or 

toys, extra chores (that match the offense), paying for damages, early bedtime, water 

instead of sweet drinks and/or no dessert (for hyperactivity), restrictions, etc. 

 

 

4.  When should I consider spanking?  
When there’s been a pattern of willful disobedience & they have not been responsive to 

other forms of disciplines.  Note, spanking is still not always appropriate. 

 

You probably shouldn’t if YOU     You probably shouldn’t  if THEY  

are trying to “give them what they deserve”.  are too young to understand. 

believe you can “whip the devil out of them”. are too old (embarrassed easily). 

feel the need to spank more than 2-3 times.  don’t trust you yet. 

have left bruises or welts on them.    respond with hopelessness. 

spank wildly (wherever you can hit them).  have been abused. 

have to chase them and hold them down.  respond better to other disciplines. 

 

 

5.  If you are going to discipline by spanking, the following guidelines may help: 

Take them to a private place for their self-respect.  Talk with them, but no debates. 

Allow opportunities to give you new information that may affect your decision. 

Have them confess their guilt (if their appeal has not revealed their innocence) 

Remind them of the good rule & discipline’s purpose (to restore obedience & safety). 

Tell them exactly how and how much you’re going to discipline them. 

Gently lay a younger child over your knee.  Have older kids voluntarily bend over. 

Carefully give 1-3 on the buttocks, through the pants, to cause slight discomfort. 

 

 

* Force does no good.  They’re afraid/humiliated/angry & you’re out of control!! 

The intent is not to humiliate or harm, but to humble them, leading to restoration. 

 

 

THEREFORE - When they’re receptive, go to them.  Comfort them.  Remind them of the 

love in the rule.  Help them review why their behavior was wrong (unsafe, immoral, 

unwise), consequences, and future alternatives.  Grieve with them, and pray with them, 

and thanking God for them.  Together, ask Him for their future obedience and blessing. 

 

 



Parenting Teens 

(based on Tripp’s Age of Opportunity) 

 

Having teenagers can feel like an emotional roller coaster.  One day, you’re having a 

meaningful conversation, they’re helpful with chores around the house, and everything 

seems right in the world.  The next day, they’re selfish and unsure of themselves.  What 

should we do?  Let’s begin with what we typically do wrong. 

Many parents neglect their kids and say, “they’re doing okay”; they abuse them 

emotionally, verbally, or even physically, because “they’re horrible!”; or they indulge 

them, believing that “they’re my world!”  That is parenting out of our pride or fear, and 

we’ve all been guilty of these at one time or another (Romans 2:1, 1 Cor 10:13)!   

We need to be honest with ourselves and acknowledge the truths of Scripture – that 

we are our problem (James 4:1-4)!  Remember the young child who saw us as an obstacle 

to their happiness?  Ever seen your teenager that way?  Of course you have!   Take a close 

look at the picture below.  How have you experienced this when you were a teenager, or 

with your friends, or with your own child?  What affects did it have? 

 

Now, refer back to the diagram in “Parenting with Purpose”.  The goals and struggles 

in their world (sense of worth, moral values, and life-purpose) are listed in chronological 

order, from toddlers to teens.  They are also cumulative.  Meaning, if the first goals are not 

achieved satisfactorily, it will affect those that follow. 

 For example, when we’re parenting our teens, we will need to ask their forgiveness 

for our failures when they were younger (and after the times that we still fail).  Although 

their “purpose” will probably be the most apparent and frequent struggle because they are 

moving closer and closer to natural independence from you, all teenagers still struggle with 

their sense of worth and moral values, too.  That’s why it’s imperative that we continue to 

model, teach, and encourage their ultimate faith in God, not in their parents.   

 This is probably a good time to review why we need to put our faith in God.  Read the 

following Scriptures and discuss some of the practical implications of in whom or what we 

place our faith:  Genesis 3:7-24 (especially vs. 7 & 21), Deuteronomy 4:28-29, 2 

Chronicles 20:1-30, Psalm 15, Psalm 20:7-8, Isaiah 55:1-3, Jeremiah 48:1-7, Matthew 

13:31-32, Hebrews 11:6, and Peter 3:12. 

Peace 

Praise  

Power 

Pleasure 

Promotion 

Possessions 



Parenting Teens (continued) 

 
We are a type of mediator between our child and God (Deut 6:4-25) as prophet, priest, and 

king.  See image on “Parenting with Purpose” and read “God’s plan for the Church”. 
 

1. Pointed Projects – find their current specific struggle.  Work on it with them. 
Treat trials as opportunities     Watch for obvious & subtle spiritual struggles. 

Know their struggles and views.    Help them think through to make good decisions. 
Know their heroes, direct them to godly ones. Practice situational problem-solving with them. 

Deal with yourself before dealing with teen.  Help them succeed.  Don’t fight for power.  

Gently help examine their defensiveness  Train them to guard their hearts. 
Teach God’s Word regarding relationships  Teach them to be submissive to authorities. 

Seek other believers for your self & your teen. Ask them to help you understand. 

 

2. Conversation - daily engage them to encourage and evaluate with them. 
Tell them you love them & show your support. Make your talks private, honest, & practical. 

Be part of their world.      Keep conversations interesting, caring, & brief. 

Take them seriously and never mock them.   Make wisdom appealing (plan & capture interest). 
Don’t accept their attempts to isolate themselves. Talk about sex early and stay available. 

Ask specific, gentle, open-ended questions.  Be gently persistent (they won’t pursue you)  

Help them examine their hearts.    When they fail, help them discuss and evaluate 
Discuss - don’t cross-examine.    Talk to them about cultural gray issues 

Initiate, get them to talk, focus on positives  Expose their heart lovingly 

Share your own relevant struggles.   Always point them to Christ. 
Prepare them by talking about what’s out there. Test & critique the culture biblically with them 

Make engaging family worship a priority  Point them to His wisdom & answered prayers 
Be grace-centered in use of Scripture   Be an example of hunger for God 

 

3. Leading them to Repentance (heart-felt, not parentally-controlled behavior) 
1. Help them think – focus on concrete situations and ask these questions: 

 What happened? (help them objectively remember the situation) 

 What were you thinking and feeling? (help them remember their emotional response) 

 What did you do? (help them be specific about their behavioral response) 

 Why did you do that? (help them reveal their motives, goals, desires, etc.) 

 What was the result? (help them think through how their response affected others) 

2. Help them confess their wrongs against God and others 
3. Help them choose a new course 

4. Help them commit to change 

 

More Suggestions on Leading them to Repentance 
Be their helpers, not judges and jailers .   Live the truth and confess your failures.   

Let them see God’s purity and pardon in you.  Avoid harsh boundary debates and cold rules. 
Pray with and for them.       Catch them doing things right.   

Don’t let them to divert your attention to siblings.  Never call names or attack their character. 

Help them expose their thoughts and motives.  Help them see their part in their problems. 
Beware of simply regulating behavior.    Never use guilt, fear, or bribes as motivators. 

 

Remember 2 Truths about Family: 

1.  God designed the family to necessarily practice love: 
At home, we naturally relax and our true hearts are exposed. 

In families, God has called us to love people whom we did not choose (children, parents, etc.). 

And we have daily opportunities to care, thereby building our character and earning their trust. 
 

2.  It’s the best place to show & teach the hope of Jesus’ power & forgiveness. 
 Point them to God as their example and strength, not us. 

Teach them His truth & work, and their responsibility to love others. 

 Train them to do their responsibilities and to know God’s. 

 Encourage and gently hold them accountable, & confess and turn from our sins. 



The Impacts of Fatherhood 
(special thanks to CH (LTC) Jim Schnorrenberg for this collecting material) 

 

Charles F. Adams was a 19th century diplomat and ambassador to England under Lincoln.  

One day in his diary, he wrote:  “Went fishing with my son today . . . a day wasted.”  His 

son, Brook, also kept a diary, which is still in existence.  On that same day, Brook wrote in 

his diary: “Went fishing with my father . . . the most wonderful day of my life.”  For the 

rest of his 40 years, Brook Adams never forgot that day.  He made repeated references to it 

in his diary, commenting on his Dad’s influence. 

 

Patrick Henry, the American patriot who said, “Give me liberty or give me death” also 

said, “I have now disposed of all my property to my family.  There is one thing more I 

wish I could give them, and that is the Christian religion.  If they had that, and I had not 

given them one shilling, they would have been rich, & if they had not that, & I had given 

them all the world, they would be poor.” 

 

Bo Jackson – “I thought a dad was someone who came around every other month and 

gave me $25. 

 

L.A. Police chief reports that the main characteristic of boys in gangs was the absence of a 

father. Most on death row had no father at home.  70% of those imprisoned for violent 

crimes spent at least part of their childhood in fatherless homes.  Timothy McVeigh, who 

killed 165 people in the Oklahoma City bombing, was one of them.   

 

Studies show that children who grow up in fatherless homes are more likely to drop out of 

school, receive welfare, have children out of wedlock, divorce, commit delinquent acts, 

engage in alcohol & drug abuse, and commit juvenile violence. 

 

An Air Force LTC, up for O6, turned down the promotion so he could give stability to his 

family.  He was on the fast track, but chose a different track for his family.  The one who 

relayed this story to CH Schnorrenberg was not the father, but the son. 

 

Max Jukes, a New Yorker who had nothing to do with Christ, was a rebellious man.  A 

study of his descendants revealed that 300 died prematurely, 100 served an average of 13 

years in prison, 100 became public prostitutes, and 100 became alcoholics.  In contrast, 

consider Jonathan Edwards, a Congregationalist minister’s descendants included 300 

ministers, 65 college professors, and 13 university presidents.  Among these were 60 

authors, 3 United States Congressmen, and one Vice President. 

 

George McCluskey, a relatively unknown figure to most of us, committed to pray daily for 

his children and for the next 2 generations.  He was the great-great grandfather of Dr. 

James Dobson, world-renown Christian psychologist, radio host, and author who has 

impacted millions of lives. 

 

King David was a great leader over Israel in Old Testament times.  But he was also an out-

of-touch, out-of-sight father.  After his adultery with Bathsheba (and a related murder), his 

family went downhill fast. His son, Amnon (following his hormones has his father had 

done), raped his half-sister Tamar.  Absalom, another son, murdered Amnon for his crime 

(following his father example of rage).  Adonijah, David’s last son, tried to take over the 

kingdom by popular vote (which his father had all but lost).  While David was busy with 

wars & affairs, he lost sight of his family. 



Sharing Your Faith 
(as outlined in Psalm 107 and Acts 13, 14 & 17) 

 

Why tell others about Jesus? 

1.  People need miracles.  Some can’t seem to break with addictive behaviors.  Others 

desperately seek hope in forgiveness, acceptance, etc.  They’re looking, but “where on 

earth is hope?”  It’s not – on earth, that is.  But God breaks through from heaven to help us, 

and God commands His redeemed people to “say this!” (Psalm 107:2) 

 

2.  God does miracles!  He indwells the spirit of every person who turns to Him.  

His Spirit changes our heart, and gives direction and joy as we follow Him. 

Psalm 107:33-41 summarize this truth.  Jesus invited Peter to join him on the 

water to inspire faith & obedience (Matthew 14:22-33).  So why did so 

many turn away after He had done miracles (John 6:25-66)? They loved 

miracles, not Him.  He must be our desire (Romans 1:21-32).   

 

 

With whom should we share our faith? 

The people described in Psalm 107 could be four types of people, a single person at 

different points in their spiritual life, or Israel at 4 stages of their history (Abraham, Isaac, 

& Jacob’s wandering; Israel’s slavery in Egypt; their rebellion in Canaan; and their 

prosperity under David). Regardless, the truths and hope for us are the same - all had a 

desire for God and “they cried out to the Lord in their trouble” (6, 13, 19, & 28) 

 

1.  Share your faith with “wanderers” (verses 4-9).  People are searching for purpose, 

someone to value them, a way to make sense of their suffering.  They feel 

confused, alone, and hopeless.  They know there’s something more to life, but 

they don’t know where they belong. 

 

2.  Talk to “prisoners” (10-16), who are suffering the natural consequences of 

their rebellions. We are surrounded by people in chains (figuratively and literally), formed 

by their boasting, anger, alcohol, etc.  They’ve tried their way.  Now they need to know the 

Way (John 14:6). They were looking for freedom, but found only slavery. 

 

3.  Bring the good news to “fools” (17-22).  These people also knew what God 

expected of them, but rebelled anyway and are suffering inside.  The 

preacher’s kid and the Sunday school drop out need to remember God’s 

grace & peace.  Their rebellion has brought them under more discipline.   

 

4. Testify about God to the “merchants” (23-32) - self-proclaimed “big 

dogs”.  God’s good plan is always to have us close to Him.  By nature, however, we are 

proud.  Merchants are self-confident because of God’s past blessings.  (Deut 8:10-20) 

 

 

How should we testify about the Lord? 

1.  Desire to make God famous before you speak a word.  In Psalm 107, God’s goodness 

had been proven in the author’s life.  Tell them of the God Who rules the world to draw us 

to Himself (vv 33-43).  If we talk to boast about ourselves, or to strike “the fear of God” 

into them, we will be like a clanging gong (1 Corinthians 13:1-3).   Remind them of His 

miraculous love to care for them, His wisdom to guide them, and His power to change 

them.  He will bless you as you glorify Him! 

 

 

 



Sharing Your Faith (continued) 
 

2.  Identify with their spiritual need.  My professor used to say, “we have to know their bad 

news before we can bring them good news.”  Let your story of God’s grace tell them 1) 

that you’ve stood in their shoes, and 2) how He met the same spiritual need in you. 

 

3.  Be sensitive to whom you are talking.  Watch, listen, and note their values.  Then 1) 

focus on a Christian value that they already hold (the value of unborn children, faithfulness 

in marriage, preparing for the future, for example).  Tell them how God has addressed that 

value in your life, and show them exactly how Jesus is the foundation of that value.  Or 2) 

address one they’re searching for, (the explanation for evil, how to deal with guilt, etc.) & 

show them specifically how Jesus is their sure hope.   

 

Scriptural Examples of 3 Different Approaches with 3 Different Audiences: 

In Acts 13:16-52, Paul and Barnabus talked with people who already believed the Old 

Testament and were looking for the One who would fulfill the prophecy of the 

Messiah.  So the disciples “talked their language”, and logically used specific 

Scriptures to show that the Messiah was Jesus and what that meant. 

 

In Acts 14:8-18, the same two apostles shared their faith with a people who knew 

nothing of Abraham, Moses, or King David.  Rather, the Lyconians were superstitious 

and simple.  So Paul and Barnabus talked briefly about simple truths – the Creator Who 

had revealed Himself and His judgment & joys. 

 

In Acts 17:16-34, Paul testified to Greek philosophers (much like seekers in America).  

He acted with compassion (verse 16), respect (17, 22), understanding (23a), and 

empathy (23b).  And he presented them with basic truths (the purpose of God’s 

creation in verses 24-29, and our responsibility to worship such a good God in 29-31) 

and followed up (32-34) with those who were interested in more. 

 

4.  Tell them a personal story of how God broke into your life.  How did God bring you 

from wandering to make your home with Him (Psalm 107:7)?  Tell them about the chains 

that He broke when you were a prisoner (14). Tell a fool about how God afflicted you for 

your rebellion, drew you to Him, and healed you with His word (20).  Talk to a merchant 

about how God humbled you and then calmed your storm (29). 

 

You might say, “Isn’t my example enough?”  Romans 10:14-15 says they need to hear. 

 

What if you fail?  Isaiah 55:11 says He will use our words, but for His purposes.  Only He 

knows if they want to follow Him or simply want a “genie of the lamp”. 

 

What about all the hypocrites who have ruined our witness?  When Paul wrote to the 

church in Philippi, he had been jailed for preaching the gospel and confessing Caesar as 

God.  Some hated Paul so much that, although they didn’t believe in Jesus, they were 

preaching to get him in more trouble.  In 1 Philippians 1:15-18, Paul writes that, even when 

preached from wrong motives.  Rest in the Holy Spirit! 

 

Why do some people seem to lead others to faith, when you haven’t?  1 Corinthians 3:6-9 

teaches us that Christians are members of a team, the Body of Christ.  God grants some of 

us the privilege of “planting the gospel seed”.   Some of us “water the seed.”  But only God 

can make it grow.  God will use you as He has gifted you. 

 

 



Common Problems, Biblical Answers 
 

Trashing Treasure  (boundaries) 
The Problem - Because of past hurts, some people decide to 

build a moat and raise the drawbridge to protect their 

“treasure”. Some try to conquer other’s treasure for selfish 

reasons.  Others’ walls were destroyed - they do not believe 

they have the right or strength to rebuild.  All are boundary problems of the heart.  “Like a 

city whose walls are broken down is a man with no self-control.”  (Proverbs 25:28) 

The Truth - All of us have treasures (our feelings, actions, & beliefs) that no one should 

make or take against our will.   God calls us to be self-controlled.  We must choose who 

comes in and how far so you can keep your treasure safe (Prov 4:23, 13:20, 18:24, 2 Cor 

6:14, Titus 3:10).  If we’re not spiritually healthy, we won’t be able to truly love others. 

The Answer - Set healthy boundaries on your treasure.  Let the right people in.  Keep 

destructive influences out.  Limit questionable people’s entry wisely.  If it’s not a moral 

issue, respect others’ “property rights” to their own feelings, actions, and beliefs. 

 

 

Mutiny and Malingering  (leadership & submission) 
The Problem - Many husbands choose not to lead, or to lead  

“their way or the highway”.  Many wives try either to take the  

reigns of leadership or to not help at all.  In either case, they are  

committing treason by ignoring God’s official plan for marriage. 

The Truth - God made marriage for unity - one leader and one supporter, working 

together for His goals, under His authority.  Genesis 2 & 1 Corinthians 11 show marriage 

as comparable to a CO & 1SG under Army Regulations – there is a rank structure and 

different functions, but both are equals, and each is responsible to the Authority. 

The Answer - Do your part, no matter what your spouse does – God holds you responsible 

for your response, not your spouse’s.  Remember that Christ was (and is) simultaneously 

the perfect leader & helper, and you are ultimately responsible to Him!  Wives, God can 

use your example to warm your husbands’ heart (1 Peter 3:1-4).  Husbands, your care for 

your wives can come back to bless you (Ephesians 4:28-29).   

 

 

Gardening Backwards  (motivation) 
The Problem – Often we wait for nice feelings to come before we 

decide to “water & weed” a relationship, but love never seems to 

grow that way.  No wonder!  Lots of things affect our feelings – good 

sex with your spouse, last night’s chili-cheese dog with onions, or 

even a strange dream.  John 7:17 says, if you want results, you have 

to act.  Habakkuk 3:17-18 & Matthew 21:28-31 agree that love is 

more action than a feeling.  A Christian rap group said it well:  “Love is a verb!” 

The Truth - We all want to feel loved, trusted, respected, etc.  But feelings are like a 

flower’s petals - they come after we water the roots & weed what doesn’t belong.   

The Answer – We must do the right thing before we can experience the right thing.  This 

principle is true throughout God’s creation - fitness comes after you’ve exercised.  

Confidence in your job comes after you’ve completed the training.  How can you water 

your marriage’s “root needs”?  What weeds are choking out the growth in your 

relationships?  Take action and watch the feelings bloom in God’s timing.   Note the 

seasons of “blooming” in Psalm 1:3 and Song of Songs 2:7, 3:5, and 8:4.  We may plant 

and water, but God makes things grow, and we will only reap the benefits of our work (1 

Corinthians 3:6-8). 

 



Common Problems (continued) 
 

Baking with a Rotten Egg  (unforgiveness or unrepentant sin) 
The Problem – When we present a batch of “goodies” of our skills, 

knowledge, time, but the other person is not receptive, it might be that we 

have a “rotten egg” in the mix (ungodly attitude, hypocritical habit, 

etc.).  In other words, they just can’t stomach what we’re selling!   

The Truth – Christians are to be free of evil.  Matthew 5:8 & 

Philippians 4:8 call it “purity”.  But purity is not boring – it is 

designed to be sweet and strengthening. 

The Answer - Ask a friend if you have a rotten egg.  Reflect on your “rights” in 1 

Corinthians 9:19-23, the race in Hebrews 12, & our witness to non-believers in 1 Peter 

2:11-12.  Seek purity, but don’t expect unbelievers to love you.  And when someone “likes 

what they smell”, point to the One Who made you. (2 Corinthians 2:14-16). 

 

 

Littletoe & Superarm  (self-image & community) 
The Problem - When a person cuts themselves off from others, 

either because of low self-esteem or because of “Lone Ranger” 

pride, it becomes impossible to give and receive love.  The 

former feels that they don’t deserve love.  The latter believes 

they don’t need love.  Neither one is seeing themselves through 

God’s eyes.  And His perspective is the only one that counts! 

The Truth - Unity is part of His design – that is the very nature of God.  Remember in 

Genesis 1:26, God said, “Let US create man in OUR image” - Father, Son, & Holy Spirit.  

But Romans 12:3-8 & 1 Cor 12:4-26 emphasize that part of unity is diversity – that God 

gives all of His people different gifts & different measures of faith so that we will want to 

work together and need to care for each other as one Body. 

The Answer - Everyone is a sinner (Romans 3:23, 1 Corinthians 1:26-29), but God values 

every Christian (Colossians 3:11).  Don’t get caught up in your weaknesses or strengths.   

If you’re proud, humble yourself and begin working with others.  If your insecure, step out 

knowing He made you exactly as He wants you (1 Corinthians 12:11).  In order to serve 

Him and others, you must understand how you are valued as a diverse part of His Body. 

 

 

Addicted to Antifreeze  (sin nature) 
The Problem - Romans 1:20 says that we have turned away 

from our Creator to find meaning and joy in created things.  

For many, it’s become an addiction - a craving for something 

physical (food, sex, fitness, etc.) to fill a spiritual hunger for 

acceptance, control, etc.  Although we try to use them to serve 

us, we become slaves to their poison.  We want more & more, but enjoy it less & less 

(Jeremiah 2:23-25)!  We schedule time around it, sacrifice relationships for it, and think 

about it all day.  Philippians 3:19 and Colossians 3:5 call it idolatry!  They are all 

insufficient and self-destructive attempts to meet spiritual needs. 

The Truth - Security, purpose, and joy come when we center our lives on our Creator’s 

plan.  Because all creation is a reflection of Him, it’s natural that the things of this world 

would be good (Psalm 19:1-2), but they’re not to be worshipped.   

The Answer - Read Psalms 19:9-10; 23:1; 34:8; & 103:5.  Make a list of God’s promises 

and commands in the Bible.  Decide against your “flesh’s” desires (slavery to food, sex, 

adrenaline, sleep, etc.).  You will always battle within yourself (Romans 7:14-8:38 and 

Galatians 5:16-26), but spiritual health and strength come by trusting and obeying Him. 

 



Common Problems (continued) 
 

Building on the Beach  (foolish faith) 
The Problem - We all have a blueprint of our own 

personal paradise that makes sense to us, but it’s actually 

self-destructive.  Like a hurricane, others’ demands tear 

our plan apart, or the foundation fails because we’ve built 

on our limited wisdom and strength.  The whole house collapses under the weight of our 

fantasy, because God will not support a flawed plan (Jeremiah 2:11-13, Matthew 7:24-27)! 

The Truth - God has the only legitimate design for your spiritual house, and only He  can 

provide your foundation, building material, and furnishings (Matt 7:24-27, Luke 11:23-26, 

Rom 12:1-3, 1 Cor 3:9-10, 2 Cor 5:1-5, 1 Peter 2:5).  When Jesus gives security & peace, 

you become a living advertisement, and others see the beautiful work God has done.  

Introduce them to your Architect, but let them know you were only following His design. 

The Answer - Build on His promises and commands.  Design your relationship with your 

family, neighbors, & soldiers according to His plan.  Never get away from His blueprints 

for your life.  Things may take a different shape from your original dream, but because 

God is your builder, your house will be stronger, more satisfying, and eternally rewarding! 

 

 

Cloning Chaos!  (generational sins) 
The Problem - Sins and beliefs can be passed down from generation to 

generation.  Abuse, control, addiction, etc. are subtle, destructive 

inheritances from our families, culture, and other influences (see Exo 

20:5, Prov 1:10-14, Jer 11:10, and 1 Peter 1:18).  Most of us would 

accept a financial inheritance without question.  But when it comes to 

habits of the heart, doing what comes naturally can be spiritual suicide! 

The Truth - We are to live in God’s image, not in the image of our 

past.  Just because we’ve always known a certain way of life, doesn’t mean we have to 

accept it.  We can pass on a positive influence, but it will take faith and hard work. 

The Answer - Ask God to search you (Job 34:32 & Psa 139:23-24).  First, confess your 

fear or pride to Him, and – as appropriate - to those you’ve hurt (Prov 28:13), then pray for 

those who have sinned against you.  Then you’ll be able to help others (Matthew 7:1-5).  

Meditate on His Word (Psalm 1:1-3 & 119:11).  Avoid even the possibility of temptation 

(1 Thess 5:22 & Heb 12:1).  Test everything against Jesus (Romans 12:9 & 2 Cor 10:5). 

 

 

Dating Dad or Married to the Mob  (transitions) 
The Problem – Old relationships with a parent, a previous church, a former 

spouse, etc. can be powerful.  But not letting go of “the mob” or hanging 

on to good ole Dad creates two problems.  First, we can’t dedicate 

ourselves to current relationships, so our loyalties are divided.  But 

more importantly, our actions reveal our true belief – that we somehow 

need the former relationship!  That is unbiblical and therefore unhealthy. 

The Truth – God designed all believers to raise each other as a family.  This reflects His 

nature of love, relationship, and submission in the Trinity.  Although a baby may seem 

dependant, he or she really has an independent spirit.  Christians are to help each other 

transition from independence to interdependence on each other, and total dependence on 

Him!  Only He can give us our sense of purpose, identity, and value. 

The Answer – Put those people in perspective by taking them to God in prayer.  Let go of 

the things that are slowing your growth.  Set biblical goals that require faith in Him, and 

you’ll experience His power (Psalm 56, 1 Corinthians 1:10-31, Ephesians 4:1-16, and 

Hebrews 5:11-6:3).  For more on this subject, see “God’s Plan for the Church”. 



Common Problems (continued) 
 

Hammers & Piggie Banks in Love  (conflict resolution) 
The Problem – Some of us can be effective hammers.  When 

standing for truth, we can drive a point home and nail you to the 

wall!  Others can be great piggie banks.  They may be ready to burst 

with costly remarks of hurt and revenge, but even if they wanted to 

talk, they’re sealed up like a bank vault!  That’s great - until they 

need to resolve a conflict!  It’s more than a personality differences.  

The Truth – When it comes to verbal confrontation, we tend to rationalize our choices 

with “that’s just the way that I am.”  Wrong – if you’re a Christian, that’s the way you 

were (2 Corinthians 5:17).  Confrontation is part of love, but it must be done with care.  

Look closely at Leviticus 19:17-18, Romans 14, Galatians 6:1-5, and Ephesians 4:24-26. 

The Answer – Living by our personal preferences might make us comfortable, but that 

doesn’t mean that it will work with others – or that it’s God’s will!  Pray to see your sin 

and ask for change (Psalm 139:23-24), and note some practical steps from Ephesians 4:20-

32 - Live for Jesus, not for yourself; be truthful; seek resolution ASAP; offer solutions and 

help; be a good example for listeners; and lastly, confess your sins and forgive theirs. 

 

 

Shaking in Your Combat Boots  (spiritual warfare) 
The Problem – All Christians are involved in a spiritual war.  

Some are ignorant of the fact.  Others are afraid of battle.   But your 

flesh will war against your spirit (Gal 5:17), the devil will try to eat 

you alive (1 Pet 5:8), & some non-believers will persecute you (John 15:20).  

The Truth – Jesus warns us of the battle and the cost (Matt 26:41, Luke 14:27-31).  He 

calls us to help each other (Gal 6:1-5, 1 Cor 12:7-26), has equipped us (Gal 6:10-18), will 

provide escape from temptation (1 Cor 10:12-13), is able to empathize and help (Heb 4:14-

16) and goes ahead of you in this war (Exodus 23:23, 32:34, Deut 31:8, Isaiah 45:2, and 

52:12)!  And, although we’re still battling, He’s already won the war (Romans 8:28-39)! 

The Answer – Understand God’s will - your purity through Christ in front of the world.  

Fight with faith (1 Timothy 6:12), and strive to embrace what He has already won for you 

(Philippians 3:12).  Meditate on the Scriptures, and prepare as any soldier would.  Expect 

opposition, but welcome opportunities to glorify Him before the world. 

 

 

Getting No Love from Your Stump  (worship) 
The Problem – At times, we all stand proud on stumps of possessions, 

rank, etc.  We even stand on people, using them to feel on top of the 

world.  Both result in emptiness.  Why?  Things can’t love us, and the 

people won’t.  They either resent that we’re using them, or they’ve 

accepted the inferior role that we’ve assigned them.  Either way, we’re getting no love! 

The Truth - Isaiah 44 (especially v. 9) shows that “worshipping” things that can’t love, 

protect, or guide you simply sets you up for failure.  Colossians 3 (note v. 5) reminds us 

that elevating ourselves damages relationships.  Exalting ourselves is self-worship and 

offends the only true God and Lord of those on whom we’re standing (Romans 14:4)! 

The Answer – If you’re on a stump, humble yourself before God and worship Him.  If you 

are the stump, stand up and let them fall!  Remember that it’s okay to refuse selfish 

requests (2 Thessalonians 3:10, 1 Timothy 5:9-16, etc.).  They’ll have to come back down 

to earth someday – better with your loving help than by God’s hard discipline or judgment! 

 

 

 



What Does God Think About War? 
 

 As I write this, our soldiers are preparing for Operation:  Iraqi Freedom III.  Most of 

us believe in our cause and voted to re-elect our wartime President.  Still, many have 

questions about W.M.D., the number of casualties, the expense of war, etc.  It’s natural for 

anyone to ask “is war right (or “just”) in God’s eyes?”  That’s an especially important 

question for a Christian.  First, let’s look at the traditional criteria for a Just War. 

 

 

Principles of Just War 
 A just war can only be waged as a last resort. All non-violent options must be exhausted 

before the use of force can be justified.  

 A war is just only if it is waged by a legitimate authority. Even just causes cannot be 

served by actions taken by those who do not constitute an authority sanctioned by 

whatever the society and outsiders to the society deem legitimate. 

 A just war can only be fought to redress a wrong suffered. For example, self-defense 

against an armed attack is always considered to be just (although the justice of the cause 

is not sufficient). Further, a just war can only be fought with "right" intentions: the only 

permissible objective of a just war is to redress the injury.  

 A war can only be just if it is fought with a reasonable chance of success. Deaths and 

injury incurred in a hopeless cause are not morally justifiable.  

 The ultimate goal of a just war is to re-establish peace. More specifically, the peace 

established after the war must be preferable to the peace that would have prevailed if the 

war had not been fought.  

 The violence used in the war must be proportional to the injury suffered. States are 

prohibited from using force not necessary to attain the limited objective of addressing 

the injury suffered.  

 

 

 

Behind questions about a “Just War” are usually a number of unspoken beliefs.  We  

all have opinions on why a human life is valuable, how much freedom others should have, 

when they have crossed the line and forfeited the right to govern their own lives, etc.  But 

most of our beliefs are probably based on personal opinion, not a careful examination of 

the Bible.  The first question needs to be, “What does God have to say?” 

In chapters 12 and 13 of Paul’s letter to the Romans, the apostle outlines a three-

layered image of peace.  The specific word is mentioned only a few times, but the concept 

is clearly the main subject of both chapters.  The presence of unity and lack of conflict is 

possible at three different levels, which he presents from best to worst-case scenario.   

 In 12:1-8, Paul reminds us that our spiritual peace had been purchased by Christ’s 

blood.  When He died on the cross, He was judged by the Father in our place.  As far as 

God is concerned, all believers have had their legal guilt erased.  Now we are free to see 

ourselves through His eyes and called to be a part of His Body. 

 But in 12:9-21, the apostle reminds us that we also live in a sinful world.  We will 

have conflicts - even with believers.  Although God purchased our peace with Him, we 

have to sweat for peace between each other.  This is a day-to-day battle. 

 Spiritual peace is the best scenario.  Building peace is the next best thing, but even 

that is not always possible.  Now read 13:1-4. When we are in danger and can’t seem to 

influence others to want to do the right thing, we need them to fear doing evil.  Therefore, 

God has established the police, armies, etc. to protect the peace – even at the expense of 

the offenders’ tears. 

 

 



What Does God Think About War? (continued) 
 

 Spiritual peace is like a piece of land that we could 

never afford.  But Jesus’ blood (by His substitutionary 

death) purchased this foundation and passed it on like an 

inheritance on which we are to build.  Without His 

gracious gift, we could build nothing!  See Psalm 127.  

In what ways is the spiritual peace of Christ the only sure 

foundation to build peace in your relationships?   

 

 The house on the property represents relationships in our lives.  They are built by the 

sweat of our brows.  Many Christians will work with us; we might have to contract 

strangers occasionally; rude neighbors might poke fun at our progress; and we’ll run into 

our own limitations and biases.  But we must continue to build!  The house is one of the 

chief reasons that the land was given to us (Galatians 6:9-10, Ephesians 2:10, etc.).   Let’s 

take the analogy one step further:  we don’t own the house!  We are like tenant farmers – 

everything belongs to the land owner, but we work for and benefit from Him.  Based on the 

teachings of 12:9-21, with whom and how does God want you to build peace in your life 

right now?  Why does God consider your relationships as “work for Him”, and how could 

you benefit?  Why does this aspect of peace not mean withdrawing from the world? 

 

 The fence around the house is to protect us from dangerous influences.  Here the 

analogy breaks down.  Fences are passive, merely standing by as a speed bump to those 

who would try to steal your peace.  God’s governing authorities (the police, armies, etc.) 

are to actively seek out those who endanger good order and discipline, even at the expense 

of their tears.  In 1 Corinthians 5:12-6:8, Paul says that we should try to resolve legal 

disputes between Christians within the church.  But if they won’t listen to the church, Jesus 

says to treat them as a non-believer (Matthew 18:15-20).  According to the truths outlined 

here, how would you advise a woman whose husband beats her?  Why does Romans 13 

give you the freedom to support an aggressive war against terrorism? 

 

 

 While the picture above communicates 

the benefits of God’s design, the image to the 

right illustrates the natural consequences:  the 

further we move from God’s heart, the less 

peaceful the peace becomes!  This picture 

should motivate us to examine our own 

hearts and relationships – where we are and 

where we should be in our spiritual journey.  

Paul seems to give us two motivations in 

13:8-14, both based on God’s character. 

 In verses 8-10, he focuses on the fact 

that God is love.  Because He is the moral 

standard, we “owe” each other love. His law 

reflects His nature and we are to live in peace 

with Him and each other – here and now.   

In verses 11-14, however, he reminds us that God is also just, and that one day we 

will have to stand before Him.  God can not tolerate evil (refer back to God’s response to 

pride at the beginning of the book).  What are your options when it is not possible to live at 

peace with an individual?  If you’re a soldier, how does this motivate you in war?  How 

could you use this passage to guide someone who has questions about war, child abuse, or 

other violations of the law – even by a relative, friend, or fellow believer? 

 



Spiritual Gifts 
 

The Lord calls His children to bear fruit for His glory, and He enables them to do so.  

Paul identifies about 20 spiritual gifts which God bestows on us to care for fellow 

believers.  Notice in John 13:34-34, 15:16-18, Hebrews 10:24-24, & 1 John 3:11-14 that 

our unity will be a witness to the world, but does not guarantee that others will accept us or 

our Lord.  Even among Christians, these gifts can become the subject of division.  We must 

be intentional to glorify Him by using our gifts to care for each other.  

 

Romans  

12:4-8  

 

1  Corin th ians   

12:4 -11  

 

1  Corin th ians   

12:27-30  

 

Ephesians   

4 :7 -12  
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Theologians’ definitions of the gifts vary, so I encourage you to weigh any personal 

beliefs against a careful study of Scripture.  For example, it is debatable whether the gift of 

apostleship still exists.  The word means “sent forth”, traditionally understood as sent forth 

by Jesus Himself.  There is no definition of apostleship in the Bible, only the exclusive trait 

of being personally chosen and sent by the Lord.  But whatever our beliefs, when we study 

His Word we must not force the Scriptures. 

The use of miracles, healing, and tongues are especially controversial.  In my opinion, 

today, most public displays draw attention to the person and, therefore, are not from God.  

Miracles and healing may have passed like apostleship.  Again, theologians differ.  If the 

original purpose of these two gifts were to validate people who brought new revelation, 

then their purpose was fulfilled with the Apostles and prophets (Ephesians 2:20).  Many 

believe that God still empowers some to do miracles and healing as ministries of mercy, 

but not to identify new prophets of revelation.  This is my understanding and belief. 

Tongues and interpretation have been greatly misunderstood and apparently abused in 

the Church.  A close study of Scripture shows that tongues is the supernatural ability to 

speak God’s praises to non-believers in their own language because the speaker did not 

know their language (Acts 2 and  1 Corinthians 14).  Paul says that only one person may 

speak at a time, and there must be an interpreter.  These are God’s required standards. 



Spiritual Gifts (continued) 
 

Each of us must focus on how God has clearly empowered us to serve others, not on 

how we might bring glory to ourselves.  Paul does encourage us to pray for additional gifts, 

but only to serve more effectively (1 Corinthians 14:12-13).  If we seek to glorify God, 

read His Word, and watch for others’ needs, we’ll avoid much temptation and confusion.    

Discerning your gift(s) is a simple, but deliberate process.  You could take one of 

many in-depth inventories on the internet.  Or you can create your own inventory of 

abilities, passions, and opportunities that God brings again and again to your life.  These 

questions do not have right or wrong answers, but are designed to reveal your God-given 

passions, strengths, and opportunities to glorify Him by serving His people. 

 

1) What types of ministries do you most appreciate?  Note those that have built you up 

personally, resulting in your greater faith in and obedience to Christ.   

 

 

 

 

2) What types of ministries do you feel are most important, but neglected in the Church? 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Who do you seek out when you need help, and what seems to be their spiritual gift(s)? 

Not always, but often, birds of a feather flock together and we subconsciously look for 

those who are like us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) For what specific help(s) do believers or “seekers” come back to you again and again? 

 

 

 

 

 

5) How has God repeatedly used you to build up others’ faith and obedience?  Note only 

the situations from which you received confirmation from other Christians.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Look for patterns in these five areas.  When God blesses you with a particular 

spiritual gift, He will also give you passion, opportunities and success with that gift.  Be 

sure that you look for confirmation from other believers.  Few things are more powerful 

than being a partner with God for the blessing of other Christians (1 Corinthians 3:5-10). 

 

 



Practical Care for Christian Leaders 
 

 The title of this section is somewhat misleading.  By ‘leader’, I am referring more 

broadly to anyone who is taking the initiative in a ministry or setting the example by 

leading the way.  There are so many believers who are passionate about organizing 

Christian events, encouraging young people, helping with maintenance around the church, 

praying for those who are hurting, etc.  You may not be an “up front” leader over a group, 

but if you’re trying to blaze a trail for God’s glory, you’re probably tired and frustrated at 

times.  But you don’t want to stop - you hear His call!  I know the feeling. 

I love the Army’s definition of leadership:  the ability to influence others to 

accomplish the mission by providing purpose, motivation, and direction.  By that 

definition, I think it’s safe to say that all Christians are leaders at different times in our 

lives.  And, because of many of the hardships we’ve discussed in the past 50 pages, 

leadership is challenging – even overwhelming if we try to do it in our own strengths.  

Where are you in the acronym below?  Make a few notes on a separate page. 

 

 

 

Inexperienced?  Look to God for wisdom – 1 Kings 3:7-13 

 

Full Plate?         Empower & employ leaders - Exodus 18:14-23 

 

Too Soft?            Act when they get attitudes – Leviticus 19:17-18 

At the Top?    Develop a good “inner circle” – Proverbs 24:5-6 

 

Not equipped?  Enjoy God’s resources – 1 Samuel 17:38-40 

 

Unqualified?     Rest in God’s plan & passion – Exodus 3:6-8 

 

Fearful?             Study “the Manual” - Joshua 1:6-9 

 

Lone Ranger?   Humble yourself before Him – Romans 12:3-8 

Can’t say ‘no’?  Identify God’s purpose for you – Mark 1:32-39 

 

Workaholic?     Prioritize by the significant - Luke 10:38-42 

 

A Prayer for Leaders 

 

“Lord Jesus, You are perfect in every way, but I am helpless without Your grace.  

Show me Your glory and my need, so that I will seek You each day.  Lead me to believers, 

so we will help each other to live in Your image.  And give me a heart to rejoice with those 

who rejoice and weep with those who weep, so that I may love others with Your love.   

For when You are first in my heart, I will rest in You; when I worship and fellowship 

with Your children, I will grow in You; and when I step out in faith and obedience to serve 

others, I will glorify You.  I ask all this for Your glory and for the blessing of Your people.   

Amen!” 

 



What Now? 
 

 Most of this study guide has focused on specific concerns:  abuse, defending your 

faith, discerning God’s will, finances, parenting, spiritual gifts, etc.  I hope that, by God’s 

grace, I’ve provided sufficient Scripture in context and explanations to encourage your 

faith and obedience in Jesus.  Even so, we’ve not gone far enough.  We need to know how 

(and where) these truths, promises, and commands relate to each other. 

 Although a personal relationship with Jesus is 

basic to your “life in desert places”, the Lord did not 

design you to be alone.  You may have seen the 

commercial in which characters dressed up as a 

fish, a banana, bread, etc. and compete for your 

loyalty.  “Choose me!”  Of course, we need all 

types of food to be healthy.  Again, God’s creation 

teaches us about His spiritual intent.  We need all 

types of Christians to be spiritually healthy.  Our 

growth depends being a member of the body, or a 

player on the team.  He designed believers differently to care for each other in His Church. 

There are two different meanings of ‘church’.  All born-again believers (past, present, 

and future) are part of the invisible Church.  It is traditionally described as invisible 

because only God knows who are truly His (Matthew 7:21-22, 25:31-46, 2 Timothy 2:15-

20).  You don’t have to worry about “joining” the invisible Church - if you are trusting in 

Jesus’ death as the full payment for your sins and are turning from your old ways to live 

for Him, He has already joined you to Himself (John 6:37-40, Romans 8:28-31).  Visible 

churches are organized bodies of professing believers.  Some of their members are born-

again and some are self-deceived or deceiving.  After that description, it may surprise you 

to know that God calls us to belong to such a group! 

Have you noticed, even when you pay your tithe, spend time with Him in the Word 

and prayer, and minister to others that you still have troubles at work, or with your 

children, or with unexpected bills, or all of the above?  These difficulties are not 

punishments or evidence that He’s forgotten about you.  They’re more likely ordained 

opportunities.  God has designed us seek out and work with fellow believers.  He’s set the 

example in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:18), with Moses (Exodus 18), with His disciples 

(Luke 22:32 [Peter told to establish his brothers], Mark 16:7 [Mary told to encourage 

Peter]), and with local churches (1 Corinthians 12:4-30, 1 Thessalonians 5:11-15, etc.).  

True, the Lord has empowered us to serve Him, but even our spiritual gifts require us 

to depend on each other.  If He’s made you a giver, you need someone with a discerning 

spirit lest others take advantage of you.  If He’s made you an organizer, you need an 

encourager to remind you that people are best motivated by the heart.  He’s also given us 

limited measures of faith (Romans 12:3), because He wants us to ask each other for help.  

He sends us out us into a difficult world (Ecclesiastes 4:9-13, Matthew 10:16, Luke 10:1 

and 22:35-36, Galatians 6:1-6, etc.), because He wants us to give the help that others need. 

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are in pure relationship with 

each other – one God in three persons (don’t ask for a clip art to illustrate that!).  If moral 

relationships are basic to our fulfillment, how can we possibly grow alone?  All of the 

groups below require teamwork.  God has given us the Church for an even greater glory! 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



God’s Design  

For  

His Church’s 

Government 

God’s Plan for the Church 
 

 Recently, our country has experienced a growing trend toward subjective meaning, 

distrust of authority, and a specific lack of respect for the Church.  And it’s no wonder – 

the last three generations have watched as the Church seemed unable to answer the theory 

of evolution in the Scopes “monkey trials”; most churches joined the rest of our nation and 

threw out the Vietnam veterans with the war, rather than reach out to them; Watergate, 

Iran-Contra, and personal scandals tarnished the reputations of professing 

Christian presidents; and televangelists and priests continue to make the evening 

news for fraud, adultery, and sexual abuse! 

The organized Church has always claimed to be God’s chosen 

instrument of service and witness to the world, but these failures 

have confused and tempted Americans to look elsewhere for hope.  

Thankfully, there have been some churches that remained rooted in 

Jesus, faithfully bringing His good fruit into the world. 

 Still, because of these cultural influences many Christians see participation in a local 

church as a personal option.  I understand those who believe that private worship, home 

fellowship groups, and para-church organizations such as B.S.F., the Navigators, Officer 

Christian Fellowship, and P.W.O.C. are enough for them.  God blessed faithful believers in 

Biblical times through similar avenues of worship and fellowship.   However, He also calls 

His people to submit to a local church.  Why?  He has designed it to govern them in three 

specific ways that reflect His nature, and therefore His priorities. 

 

 From the beginning, God has cared for His people  

according to His nature:  namely, He revealed His  

Word as Prophet, received them through sacraments  

of grace as Priest, & disciplined/restored them to  

purity as King.  Picturing this government from 

God’s perspective might be as if we were  

looking down on the top of a three-sided house 

by which He covers His people, governing us  

on three strong sides.  His Word comes down 

to us       ; He presents us “up” to Himself by 

sacraments of grace       ; and if we stray 

outside of His will, He disciplines and 

brings us back for purity’s sake            .   

These three exercises of God’s image 

provide local bodies of believers 

with protective boundaries and identify them as a true church. 

 

The ministries of these offices in a church are true preaching (John 8:31-32; 14:23, 1 

John 4:1-3, 2 John 9), the proper administration of baptism and the Lord’s Supper - the 

only sacraments of grace instituted by Christ - the first to show the grace that joins us to 

His collective Body, the second to show the grace by which we grow in His Body 

(Matthew 28:19, Acts 2:38-42, 1 Corinthians 1:11-17, 11:23-30), and the faithful exercise 

of church discipline which we see in Matthew 18:15-18, 1 Corinthians 5:1-5, 13, 

Revelation 2:14-15, 20.  If a church lacks or distorts any of these, it is not a true church!  

True, we’re not to judge, but read all of Matthew 7.  We are called to be “fruit inspectors”! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

God’s Plan for the Church (continued) 

 

After such a statement, you might have questions.  Let me attempt to answer some of 

the most common, then I’ll conclude with a more detailed description of a biblical church. 

 

“Isn’t the local church something that Christians created later?”   

Good question.  But the church didn’t develop over time, it was revealed 

over time.  In fact, its three elements were present each time God 

unveiled more of His salvation.  God revealed His covenant plan at 7 key 

points in biblical history, each time showing us a little more, but always 

ministering to His people as Prophet, Priest, and King to Adam (Genesis 

3), to Noah (Gen 9:9-17), to Abraham (Gen 15:8-18, 17:1-14), to Moses 

(Exo 24:4-8), to David (2 Sam 7:12-17), to Israel in captivity (Jer 31:31-

34), and to Jesus’ disciples (Luke 22:14-38). 

Seeing God’s plan is like seeing more of a room as He gradually opens the door.  All 

the elements of His Church were always there, but He revealed a little at a time.  We see 

this process in Mark 4:9-20, Rom, 11:1-25, 1 Cor 2:6-7, Gal 4:1-7, Eph 3:1-9, Colossians 

1:21-27, 1 Timothy 2:1-7, Hebrews 1:1-3, and 1 Peter 1:10-12, 18-20. 

Each time God revealed more of His covenant, He ministered to them through all 

three offices. * The asterisks to the right emphasize only major themes in His design. 

 
   EPHESIANS 

         3:8-11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   to Adam 

   (Gen 1-3)            

 

                      to Noah            

 (Gen 9:1-17)            

 

                   to Abraham            

                 (Gen 15:8-18) 

                    & 17:1-14)           

 

    to Moses            

                (Exodus 24:1-8)           

 

 

        to David            

      (2 Samuel 7:1-17)           

 

 

            to Israel in captivity           

             (Jeremiah 31:27-34)           

 

 

     to Jesus’ disciples            

      (Luke 22:14-38)           

 

     2:28-30  3:15, 21  3:22-24 

* God created His people for pure fruits 

 

     9:1-2, 7   9:3-6   9:8-17 

* His covenant is restorative 

 

      15:2-7  15:8-17       17:17-19 

* God will build a people for Himself and  

 die for their guilt of violating the covenant 

 

     24:3-4a      24:2,4b-8         24:9-11 

* God cares for His people through their  

   leaders, but all must come on His terms 

 

    7:1-4, 17 ark in the temple 7:8-16 

* God establishes His house eternally, even  

   though led by human “undershepherds”  

 

   31:33-34a  31:34b       31:28-30 

* God’s community will thrive because of 

   new hearts of obedience, not old rituals 

 

“I say . . . My”    22:15-21       22:28-32 

* God’s Kingdom is built on His grace  

   and led by believers serving believers 

God’s Eternal Purpose for the Church 
   

   Prophet           Priest            King 



God’s Plan for the Church (continued) 
 

God consistently announced His plan to His people by the covenantal promise and 

command:  “I will be your God, and you will be My people” (emphasis mine).  Remember 

that a covenant is not a contract that can be mutually dissolved.  It is a bond in blood 

(Jeremiah 34:18-20), which God sovereignly initiated (Genesis 15:8-18).  Each time the 

Lord renewed His covenant, the former promises and commands remained, but more was 

revealed.  It was always His plan to build a pure house for His collective people, subject to 

His Word, received by His sacraments of grace, led by His appointed shepherds, and kept 

by discipline.  Especially the last three of these elements can only be had in a local, biblical 

church.  Read the passages below.  How did God bless His people by this three-fold design 

of government?  When did he instruct them, encourage them or discipline?  What did He 

say or do to lead them to faith and obedience 

 

. . . when God called Abraham to become a great nation – Genesis 17 

 

. . . when He called Moses to deliver His people from captivity - Exodus 6 

 

. . . in His message of blessings and curses to Israel - Leviticus 26 

 

. . . before the non-believing nations - Deuteronomy 14 (appearance of evil) 

 

. . . in the reminder of God’s ministry that is His people’s foundation - Joshua 5 

 

. . . during the priests’ & kings corruption and a new prophet - Judges 19-21 thru 1 Sam 1-2 

 

. . . through the impact of a good priest, a good prophet, and a good king - 1 Samuel 21-22 

 

. . . in the authority of God’s ministers being in submission to Him (not to man) - 1 Kings 1 

 

. . . by the participation of all three offices in Israel’s revival - 2 Kings 22-23 

 

. . . in the role of all three offices to rebuild during their captivity - Ezra 5-6 

 

. . . by the prophecies of God coming in the flesh to fulfill all three offices - prophet (Deut  

18:18, Malachi 3:1-3, Matthew 21:11, Luke 7:16, John 6:14), Priest (Genesis 3:15 as 

a reference to virgin birth and Jesus’ sacrifice, Isaiah 53:1-12 & Hebrews 3:1, 5:5-6), 

and King (Isaiah 9:6-7, Zech 9:9, Jer 23:5-6 & Matthew 21:5, John 18:33-38) 

 

 

As they unfold in Biblical history, these three offices demonstrate two basic truths.  

God’s very nature requires that we submit to His revelation (the message of the prophet), 

through sacred rites of grace (the priest’s task), for purity (the king’s concern).  And He 

sets aside or “anoints” human leaders to build His people’s faith in and obedience to Him.  

A good, biblical church is not an optional shot of Miracle Grow for your spirit.  It is more 

like His greenhouse, necessary for your survival in this cold world, and specifically 

designed to foster maximum growth so that His people can produce fruit. 

 

 

How do these histories of human failure and divine commitment encourage your fruit? 

 

 

What positive experiences have you gleaned from a good, biblical church? 

 



God’s Plan for the Church (continued) 
 

“Isn’t church just a place for struggling people to receive help and 

super Christians to reach out to the world?”  It’s important  

              to see that before sin came into the world, God revealed His will as 

Prophet (Gen 1 and 2).  And the detailed account in 2:15 and 

following shows that He did this for Adam before He had made Eve.  

Why?  Adam was to minister in God’s image as a prophet to Eve, 

leading her in His will!  This microcosm of the church (Adam & Eve) 

reveals that even before there was sin, God had called His people to 

submit to His Word and His appointed leaders were to govern His 

people for purity.  Church government was not a reaction to sin. 

Notice, too, that even though Eve sinned first, God (as disciplining King) went to 

Adam first because of his accountability as her leader.  It really has nothing to do with 

being weak or strong, submission to leaders is basic to living in God’s image.  The Father, 

Son, and Spirit are the epitome of relationship (Genesis 1:26, Luke 3:21-22, Matthew 

28:19) and submission.  The Son submits Himself to the Father (Matthew 12:50, John 

5:19-27), just as the Spirit submits to the Son (John 16:5-15, Romans 8:1-11, Acts 1:1-8). 

 

 

“If an organized church has always been such a big part of God’s plan, why didn’t 

Jesus ever talk about it?”  The Lord did talk about it, but only twice in Matthew 16 and 

18.  This was intentional, for the same reason that He chose to call Himself the Son of Man 

(not the Son of God) and to preach about Kingdom of God.  Jesus wasn’t going to act on 

their preconceived ideas!  Remember that He was speaking to the Jews who had 

misinterpreted God’s will.  They would have misunderstood the organized Church as a 

mere external form for religious functions and legal rules.  Matthew was particularly 

concerned about this. 

Although all four gospels tell the same message, each has its own emphasis.  Mark 

wrote a bare-bones history; Luke (as a Gentile) addressed Gentiles; John sought to prove 

that Jesus was the Son of God; and Matthew was writing to the Jews.  How do we know 

this, and why is it significant?  To answer the second question first, it gives us the context 

to understand Jesus’ comments about the church in Matthew 16 and 18.  To answer the 

first question, Matthew focuses mainly on Jesus’ ministry to Israel.  He omits explanations 

of Jewish customs (not necessary to a Jewish audience), which Mark includes (Mark 7:3ff 

and 15:2ff).  Matthew contains more references to Messianic fulfillment of Old Testament 

prophecy than Mark, Luke, or John.  But Matthew is also 

distinct for his focus on Jewish unbelief (8:12; 11:20-24; 

12:45; 13:10-15; 21:41, 43; 22:1-10; 23:37ff; 27:25).  He 

even begins his gospel by tracing Jesus’ lineage from the 

patriarchs through Israel’s male heirs to the throne (as 

opposed to Luke who traces the family line to Mary) to 

show that Jesus is their Messiah – the King of the Jews.   

Israel had been expecting a political Messiah to lead a revolution against its military 

enemies, in order to avoid a mob of confused followers, He instructed His disciples not to 

tell anyone that He was the Messiah (16:20).  In John 6:15 and 18:36, it is clear that Jesus 

was not interested in ruling politically through an external form that was already empty in 

spirit.  He wanted people to follow Him for the hope He gives as Savior, not as Caesar.   

Without giving inappropriate and revealing details, how have you seen mere external 

forms of “christian” churches fail to assist believers to hope in God’s grace, root 

themselves in Christ, and bear fruit in the world?  If an evangelist were to go to one of 

those churches, what might he say to them?  For more on Jesus’ series of “revival 

messages” to the Jews and an analysis of Matthew 16 and 18, go on the next page. 

 



God’s Plan for the Church (continued) 
 

Most of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7, was geared to setting His 

Jewish audience straight on God’s law.  In 5:17, He states that He was not bringing a new 

religion, but came to fulfill God’s original plan.  Six times He says, “you have heard that it 

was said, . . . but I tell you . . .”  In the Hebrew culture, “6” represents Man because Adam 

and Eve were created on the 6th day.  The Lord seems to have chosen to use the phrase 

exactly six times to point out that they had missed the law’s heavenly intent and turned 

God’s words into a manmade religion.  The fact that He said it only six times, yet noted 

three more distortions in giving, prayer, and fasting seems to support this idea.  

What is Jesus’ conclusion in Matt 7:21-27?   

Religious membership is not enough.  A proper 

understanding of the law should result in building 

our house on His teaching.  This could apply to 

individuals, but because the previous chapters 

explicitly addressed the misunderstandings of their 

collective religion, it is likely meant to instruct 

God’s collective people:  His church! 

When and where have you seen a group of people reinterpret or misinterpret God’s 

will to suit their goals?  How much influence did their manmade beliefs have?  How 

should we discern the difference between man’s traditions and God’s intent? 

 

 

 

Now, let’s look at the two passages in which Jesus refers to the church.  Matthew 

16:18-20 is Peter’s confession of Jesus as “the Messiah”.  The word in Hebrew means 

“anointed” (“Christ” is the Greek equivalent).  In the Old Testament, there were only three 

types of people who were anointed to serve the Lord.   Who were they, and what were the 

consequences of anointing anyone else for any other reason than to serve God by caring for 

His people?  See Exodus 12:21-23, 18, 24-25, 28:41, Numbers 11:16-35, 27:16-23, 

Deuteronomy 28:40, Judges 9:1ff, 1 Samuel 9:16, 15:1, 16:3, 12; 2 Samuel 14:2, 1 Kings 

19:15-16; 2 Chronicles 19:8-11, Lamentations 1:19, Eze 7:26-27, 8:12-18, and Amos 6:6? 

We need to remember that Jesus’ question in verses 13 and 15 comes after 15 chapters 

of preaching the spiritual Kingdom of God and rebuking the Jewish leaders’ hypocrisy and 

distortion of the law.  Many theologians hold that Peter’s confession is the basis for the 

first Pope.  Some believe that Jesus bestowed a gift and responsibility particular only to 

Peter.  Neither is the case.  The exact same authority to “bind and loose” is found in 

Matthew 18 (the only other specific reference to the church) where He addresses all of the 

disciples.  When we examine the context of Jesus’ promise in Matthew 18:18-20, He is 

clearly talking about the process of church discipline:  going to a brother privately (18:15), 

taking one or two witnesses to establish objectivity (18:16), and (if that doesn’t work) 

taking him before the church (18:17) – a local body of believers, living in obedience until 

His return (Matthew 28:18-20). 

Now you see why it is inappropriate to use the phrase “if two of you on earth agree 

about anything” to build hope in personal desires or to bargain with God in prayer!  The 

“two” is the offended person and at least one witness.  The reason Jesus comforts them in 

verses 19-20 is because He knows that – whether the church receives a repentant brother 

(or sister) or disciplines a stubborn one – the process will be difficult but necessary for 

God’s collective people.  The same dynamic occurs in John 20:19-22.  Why is a proper 

understanding of Matthew 16:13-20 and 18:15-20 essential for God’s collective people 

who are called to bear fruit?  Notice the events immediately preceding the passages.  Why 

did Jesus need to teach them about the church at these two points? 

 

 



God’s Plan for the Church (continued) 
 

Through Peter’s confession, Jesus declared that He would build His Church on our 

faith in His authority as Prophet, Priest, and King.  Even in these few verses, Jesus 

commends Peter’s faith in God as Prophet (v. 17), implicitly and explicitly alludes to the 

church standing by faith in Him as Priest (vs. 18, 21 respectively), and immediately ties the 

church’s authority to His office as King (v. 19). 

Now that we’ve examined Jesus’ teaching on the church, you’ll begin to understand 

the more subtle truths in all the gospels.  In Luke 16:19-31, we see Jesus’ priority on 

submission to the preached Word.  It’s significant that the Lord doesn’t offer the rich 

young ruler a direct ticket to heaven or instruct him to join a religious system.  He points 

him back to the Scriptures.  And where would someone of Jesus’ day go to hear the 

Scriptures?  According to Luke 4:16, where did Jesus go and how often?   

The Apostle Paul upheld the sacrament of baptism (which Jesus instituted and 

commanded in Matthew 28:18-20), but condemning the Pharisees’ confidence in 

circumcision.  How does Paul relate circumcision to baptism in Colossians 2:9-15?  Why 

had the former become a stumbling block, yet the latter a new message of grace? 

Jesus also instituted and commanded His Supper in Matthew 26, Mark 12, Luke 22, 

etc.) and said that it was the fulfillment of the Passover.  With all of the problems that the 

Corinthians seemed to have with Lord’s Supper (1 Corinthians 11:17-34), why wouldn’t 

Paul just tell them to leave it out?  What messages of grace are given through the Supper? 

 

As God’s people in Christ, we no longer need human prophets, priests, and kings.  

However, I hope that you are beginning to see the Scriptures teaching that their functions 

continue in the organized church.  Read the following and note the growth of the church 

under God’s design for a three-fold government.  The purpose of the division of labor in 

Acts 6; Paul’s instruction to Titus in Titus 1:5; The hierarchy of church government in Acts 

15 and 20:28; Chosen local leaders in Acts 20:17-28, Titus 1:5-7, 1 Peter 5:1-2; Multiple 

elders in Acts 14:23, 20:17, 28, Philippians 1:1, 1 Timothy 4:14, and Titus 1:5; Local 

authority in Hebrews 13:17, 1 Tim 5:17, 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13; Regional authority in 

Acts 9:31, 8:1, 15:1, 5; The equal authority of the apostles and elders for decision making 

in Acts 15:6, 23ff, 16:4, 20:17, and James 5:14; Baptism for admission to visible body of 

believers in 1 Corinthians 12:13; The command to baptize until the end in Matthew 28:19-

20; Baptism being performed by called ministers in Matthew 3:11, 28:19-20, and John 

1:33; The Lord’s Supper given by ministers in Mark 14:22-24, Luke 22:19-20, 1 Cor 

11:23-26; The Lord’s Supper as part of corporate (not individual) worship 1 Corinthians 

10:16; Church leaders’ right to discipline in 1 Cor 5:6ff, 11:27ff, 2 Cor 6:14ff, 2 Thess 

3:6ff; Appointed government in 1 Thessalonians 5:12, Acts 20:17, 28, & Hebrews 13:7, 

17, 24; Called the house and family of God in Ephesians 2:19, 3:15 and 1 Timothy 3:14-

15; God’s equipping for ministry in Romans 12:3-8, 1 Corinthians 12, and Ephesians 4:11-

13; The relationship between the apostles in John 17:6-19 and the church in John 17:10-21; 

The paid position of ministers in Numbers 7:5, 1 Corinthians 9:9, and 1 Timothy 5:18; The 

function of oversight and rule in Acts 20:28 and 1 Peter 5:2; Established organizations in 

Rome, Corinth, Philippi, Thessalonica, etc.; Pastors and elders in Acts 20:17-28; Deacons 

in Acts 6 and Philippians 1:1; Testing ministers in Titus 1:6-9, 1 Timothy 3:1-13; A 

standard of doctrine in Deuteronomy 13, Acts 17:11, Ephesians 2:20, Hebrews 6:1-2; 

Public approval by elders in Acts 13:3, 14:26, 15:40, 1 Timothy 4:14, 2 Timothy 1:6; Local 

appointment of rulers in Acts 14:23, Titus 1:5-9, 1 Peter 5;1-4; Selection of rulers in Acts 

6:3-13, 15:22, 1 Cor 16:3, Philippians 2:25; and General oversight in 1 Timothy 3:2, 5:17. 

 

Why are private worship, home studies or fellowships, and para-church organizations 

not wrong, but insufficient means of living out God’s plan of caring for His people?   How 

could and how should the first two be fostered in a good church?  How could para-church 

organizations work with and support biblical churches? 



God’s Plan for the Church (continued) 
 

There’s one more evidence that God’s plan to work through the church:  Jesus’ 

address to the seven churches in Revelation 2-3.  Each of these letters is written “to the 

angel” of a church in a local city.  This is not some mystical correspondence.  “Angel” 

literally means “messenger”.  Who would be the messenger of a city’s church?  That’s 

right – the pastor!  Read Jesus’ commendations and warnings.  Where do you see His focus 

on submission to His Word, faith in His grace, and the practice of church discipline?  How 

does Jesus relate God’s call to bear fruit to each?  How serious is He, and how do you 

know?  It seems that Ephesus and Laodicea had already gone too far (Rev 2:5 and 3:16).  

How?  What does it tell us about our need to submit ourselves to a biblical church? 

  Acts 2:41-45 give a fairly succinct description of what a local church should be and 

do.  The picture below represents basics practices that should happen among the Body of 

believers and two that should occur among non-believers.  The image of the church 

building below is only to symbolize a local, organized group of believers, not the four 

walls of 1st Soandso Church.  These ministries should be taking place on the street, in their 

homes, as well as at the formal place of worship.  Whatever church you choose to attend, 

your decision should be based on the measure of Scripture.   

 

 

 

SINCERE LOVE FOR GOD 

AND FOR EACH OTHER 

 

 

      Living &      Reaching out  Excited to go     Committed 

      Serving     in practical ways    for formal     to informal 

          in Unity (43)    to Help (44-45)    Worship (46a)    Follow-up (46b) 

RESULTS 

AMONG 

BELIEVERS             

               

 

 

Teaching Scripture, Fellowship, the Sacraments (42) 

Prayer, Awe of God, His Spirit working among them (43) 

 

FOUNDATION    
 

 

RESULTS AMONG 

NON-BELIEVERS Positive Impression (47a)   New Salvations (47b) 

among the community     from the community 

 

Submitting to the caring government of a biblical church is not an option.  It’s no 

secret that this world is a harsh place, but the Lord has provided many ways for His people 

to grow.  Yes, a personal relationship through His Word and Spirit are vital, but He has 

chosen to work primarily through the ministry of a biblical church.  You won’t find a 

perfect one.  You’ll also need to avoid some unbiblical ones.  But even in Jesus’ time, 

when the Romans, Corinthians, and Galatians had huge problems, Paul wrote to discipline 

and restore them to God’s will for His glory and their joy.  Just look for a church that’s 

trying to teach the faith and live the life.  May He bless you as you root your faith in Jesus 

to bear fruit by His grace.  In Him, there is truly “life”, even in desert places! 
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